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Lord High Steward of His Ma- 
jeſty's Houſhold, and Knight of 
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May it pleaſe your GRACE, 

mo Kd: IINCE I have had this 
Honour of yaur Grace's 
molt liberal Subſcription 
to my following Deſign, 
and likewiſe the Encou- 
ragement of your Grace's Patro- 


nage, I beg Leave to make my moſt 
grateful Acknowledgments for the 


A 2 lame; 
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ſame; not doubting but y 


+ . 
r 


ur Grace's 


| great Condeſcenſion and kind Ac- » Þ 
ceptance of a Performance intended 1 
for the general and ſpiritual Good of 
B Mankind, in the Behalf of Religion F 
#4 and Virtue, will have the greater 
4 Force and Influence upon the Minds 
* of the Readers, and incline them to 
; a due Attention. For as the World 
| | cannot be ignorant of thoſe illuftri- 
 .- _ ous Virtues which flow from your 
Grace, and are derived to you from + | 
pour mf} renowned Anceſtors; lo I | 
42 cannot but. perſuade my ſelf, that 
4 your Grace's Approbation of this 
= well-meant Endeavour will render it 
more ſerviceable to the World, and 
make it better anſwer the End pro- 
pos d by 1 
| Nur GRACE | | 
Moft Obliged, and 
| Moſt Devoted, 
8 LR: Humble Servant, | | 
Benjamin Parker. 
. | 3 | | | 
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PREFACE. 


H E following Diſcourſes are 
defign'd to rectiſy the prevailing 
Errors in Faith and Practice, 
ſo viſible amongſt us, and ſo diſ 
[En] graceful to our Holy Religion. 
How far 1 ſhall ſucceed in this Attempt, 
which T am ſure is well defign'd, I muſt leave 
to the Grace of God acting upon the good Dis 
poſition of the Readers. If any ſhall charge 
me with erroneous Principles in any of the 
Hypotheſes I have maintain d, whether Di- 
vine or Philoſophical, I defire they will be jo 
guſt as to produce their Reaſons for doing ſo; 
and I ſhall either ſubmit to them, if con- 
vincing, or elſe produce ſome better Reaſons, if 
can, to ſupport my own Principles, than 
they have done to deſtroy them. 
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J am entirely ſatisfied (and hope ] have pro- 
duced ſufficient Arguments to ſatisfy all rca- 

ſonable Men) in the Principles I have main- 
„„ 1 tain d 


1 WM. - 
tain d againſt the Doctrine of God's determi. ' : 
ning tbe Happineſs or Miſery of bix Creatures 
mn a future State before their Creation, with- 

ou Reſpect to their Actions; and hope to ſhew 
that my Philoſophical Notions or Probabili- 
tics are alſo grounded upon Reaſon, and no 
ways claſhing with, but conſonant to the Holy 
Scriptures, and tending to diſcover to us the 
conſummate W1 "ae f the infinitely power ful 
1 of the Univerſe, and GREAT Au- 
THOR A Nature. 
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F . how manifeſt are the F wits of infi- 

nite Wiſdom and Foreſight in fixing of Laws 
Zo all the glorious Heavenly Bodies, which 
they, of themſelves, cannot tranſgreſs ; 6 hat 
their” various Phenomena are accountable, | 
and their Motions deducible to certain Calcu- 

lations, and thereby the ſeveral Configurations 
of the Planets of our Syſtem, and the Eclipfes | 


of the Luminaries are Joretoid. 


Which exa&# Order and Harmony a been 
ober d by all the inanimate Bodies of the 
Univerſe; among ſt which there never was any | 
C onfiufion or Alteration of the Laws firſt af- 4 
An d them by their Creator, except when the 
rational Inhabitants thereof have given Cauſe 
zo the Creator of them to put a Violence upon 
the Order of Nature. Thus upon the Diſobe- 
dience of our firſt Parents, as Mr. Whiſton 
 freppoſes, the Earth receiv 'd its diurnal Rota- 


tion: Thus likew!/e at the Deluge, (that great 
| Violence 


85 PREFACE. Vil 
"Þaatence of the Order of Nature) he again 
ſuppoſes the Earth, by the Attraction of the 
Comet that drown d it, was drawn out of 4 
circular into an elliptical Orbit: So at our 
Blaſſed Saviour's Crucifixion, the glorious Lu- 
minaries were deprived for three Hours of 
their influencing this Globe with thoſe Rays 
of Light for which they were created, Now 
ZFheſe bag other Inſtances, which might be gi- 
ven, do really ſhew there is an Author of Na- 
ture; fince we find that the ſame Author can 
as eafily defiroy or alter the. firſt Order or 
Laws aſſign'd it, as he could at firſt eftabliſh 
at ; which 1s never done but upon ſome Great 
Occaſion relating to the rational Part of the 
Creation. 


If ave hk into ſecondary Cauſes i in the Or- 
der of Nature among ft us upon this Globe, wwe 
ſhall find things carried on in the fame Order 
and Harmony, and in general to anſwer our 
Ends, Aims, and Expectations, (ſo far as they 
are 22 within the Bounds of Reaſon) when 
they are not by ſome Default of our own or 
others alter d. And had not Nature been thus 
.aoiſely eftabliſhed, there could have been no- 
thing but Diſcord and Confuſion among ſi the 

Works of the Creation, which now have eſta- 
bliſh'd Laws, which are not violated, as I 
have ſaid, but upon ſome extraordinary Occa- 
fions, ariſing from the rational Part of the 
Creation: And yet we find that ſome Men's 
; Mins are fo ftrangely corrupted, as to infer 

A ft on 
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from the wiſe Order of Nature, that all 


things came by Nature. Good God] How 
amazing this ! -----That the Depravity of 


Man ſhould make it neceſſary ſometimes for the 
Almighty Being to ſuperſede the Order of that 
curious Nature he had at firſt eftabl/h'd, to 


eſtabliſh the Belief of his own Exiſtence, and 


to enforce his Precepts upon us by fome extra- 


ordinary Acts to reduce us to a State of Recti- 
tude: I ay, how amazing is it, (for it will 
bear repea'ing) that notwithſtanding this there 


ſhould jtill be any that can deny the Author of 
Nature, and make Nature itſelf the Cauſe of 
all things] For it muſt be a ſelf-evident Truth, 
that if there was not an Author of Nature, 


or a Being ſuperior to it, then could there ne- 
ver have been performd any ſupernatural 


Actions: So that if the Order and Harmony 


of natural Cauſes, wiſely adapted to anſwer 
their Ends, are not ſufficient to convince every 


one of the Wiſdom, Power, and Exiſtence of 
the Creator of them, (that they may have no 
-Pretence to Unbehef) the ſupernatural Perfor- 


mances that have been manfeſted by a Divine 
Power, do certainly evidence that there is a 
Being above Nature, who can, when he pleaſes, 


znvert its Order; which, whenever that is 


done, is called miraculous. Thus our Bleſſed 
Saviour's Miracles when on Earth, and thoſe 


ef his Diſciples, . which they were empower'd 


to do in his Name, were occaſion d by the Un- 


belief of that preſent Generation, in order to 


eftabliſh the Belief of their Divine Miſſion 
A end 


PREEFACHK N 


And Doctrines both to them and all fucceedi ng 


Generations. And as this moſt plainly diſco- 
vers to us à Being ſupernatural, ſ it no leſs 


_ diſcovers that thoſe Naturaliſts, who would be- 


lieve no Being ſAßperior to Nature, are Fools; 
from whence tis probable the Word Naru- 
RAL, uſed for a Fool, might have its Origi- 
nal: And well would it be for theſe. NaTvu-. 
RAL S F they were Fools in no higher a Senſe, 


than what now the common Acceptation of the 


Word imports ; for thoſe who never receiv'd 
the diſtinguiſhing Character, REASON, can 
never be call'd to account for abuſing it. 


I have in the following Diſcourſes endea- 
vour'd to comprize my Subjects in as ſhort a 


Manner as the Nature of them would. bear, 


and have purpoſely avoided entering into a Re- 
petition of the many contrary Notions and Ab- 
furdities that Men have fallen into; humbly 
conceiving, that if I eſtabliſh my own Argu- 
ments by producing ſufficient Reaſons to prove 


them Truths, then the contrary Notions muſt 


neceſſarily appear to be Falſhoods,: Falſhoods jo 


groß and palpable, that tis amazing to me 
_ how it ever enter'd into the Heart of Man to 


imagine them, much more how they could gain 
uch an Entertainment in the World as to be 


eſpouſed by ſo many blind Followers : That 


Doctrine in particular, of God's fore-ordain- 
ing of all things to come to paſs, in their 
Senſe, is moſt falſe and monſtrous; for it makes 
him the Author of not only Good but Evil, 

| | 1 


as 


- "mY 
that he may reward the one, and puniſb the 


& * 
nere 
- 


| a aw 
. 


”_ E ” 8 7 
* „ — ab 1 
jo Sort adi 


l 5 other, merely to gratify bim V and to exer- £1 
ſj c arbitrarily his Mercy and Juſtice. But 
1 if this were fo, then there had been no Room 
it for the Exerciſe of either; for then neither 
Soca, ſ% forced, could have been rewardable, 
Wo | wr Ebi | occafion'd, could have been puniſh- | 
"hi able, without making that holy, juſt, and in- 
. | nitely wiſe and merciful Being an inſupport= | 
WW | able Tyrant. What ſhall we ay then of thoſe 
1 Men who have not bluſh'd openly to affirm, = 
| | bat there were Tnfants in Hell not @ Span 3 
"M long? A ſhocking Expreſſion this] and highly 
„ reflecting upon God's infinite Mercy. Was 
ſt not the Plarfter in Chriſt as large as the Sore 
= in Adam? And ſhall any, for «hom Chriſt 
= ied, ſuffer for original 855 in, that were neuer 
Eo guilty of attual ones? Does not our Saviour, ; 
41 ſpeaking of Children, jay, Of ſuch is the King- ; 
* dom of Heaven? And if his Merits may be 
lt TConvey'd to the chiefeſt of Sinners upon Repent- 
1 ance, why ſhould we not ſuppoſe they will alſo 
io! extend to thoſe Tnfants who never offended by - | 
1 any actual Tranſereſions? A true Notion 7 | 
[ God's infinite Mercy will never ſuffer us to 
i doubt of it: For whoever conſiders thoſe Texts 
i of Scripture which ſpeak of God's Viſitation = 
Wh of the Parents Sins upon the Children, may = 
W obſerve them to reſpect no more than their & 72 
k Frings in this World; for tis plain from | 
þ 'Ezek. xvili. 20. that as to a future State, the 


Son ſpall not ſuffer for the Fathtrs Diſobedi- : 


ence, nor the Father for his Son's ; The foul .| | 
q , qnat | 


o 


that Enneth, it fall die; che fon ſhall not 


bear the iniquity of the father, neither ſhall 
the father bear the iniquity of the ſon ; the 
righteouſneſs of the righteous ſhall be upon 
him, and the wickedneſs of the wicked ſhall 
be upon him. 


I may be obſerv'd that I have taken the Co- 


I pernican Syſtem for granted, without giving 
any Reaſons for fo doing ; which being prov'd 


fufficiently by others, I judg d it needleſs for me 
to repeat. Tf any be not ſatisfied herein in re- 


conciling the Earth's Motion, and the Stabili- 


ty of the Sun with the Scriptures, let them 
read Mr. Whiſton's Preface to his Theory 


of the Earth, and Dr. Derham's Aſtro- 


Theology, which will give Satigfaction here- 
in to any. ingenious and unprejudic'd Reader, 
this Syſtem being to moſt of the Learned, I 

believe, proved to a Demonſtration. Fo 


And as to the Newtonick or New Syſtem, | 
of the Fixed Stars being ſo many Suns, &c. 


 Yhough it carries in it, I think, more than à 


Probability of Truth, yet I fear this Perſua- 


fron has, thro Abuſe, been the Occaſion of um- 


bling to ſome of our greateſt Mathematicians, 


401th reſpect to their Faith in the eternal Di- 


vinity of the Son of God. Influenced by the 


aboveſaid Opinion of fuch Multitudes of Suns 
and Planets, Mr. Whiſton 7s, I Juppoje, in- 


duced to believe that many of the Inhabitants 
of ſuch Planets being degenerated from their 
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origi 1 Gu on, as well as we, would therss 
fore ſtand in need of Redemption, and might 
have their particular Redemptions effected by 
created Beings : And if their Redemptions F. | 
could be effetted by the moſt perfect created B. 
= ings, then, as they would infer, why not ours? 5 
= This Notion. as J apprehend, ow 'd to be the 

Bl Reaſon of Mr. Whiſton's fall, "5 away rm 
10 that Faith he fo ftrenuoufly profeſsd to believe A 
Will of the Bleſſed Trinity in his Theory of the 
1 Earth. But that none have Reaſon to make 
is Rock of Offence in their Belief of the 
if fundamental Article of our holy Religion, [I 
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Hf ſhall endeavour to evince to thoſe that have 

= fallen in with the Opinion of rhe aforeſaid 1 

3 New 8 Men. | =. 
* Let us then imagine never | many Suns | 


= and habitable Globes revolving about them, 

; and that many of the rational Inhabitants of 
them may have fallen from their firſt pure 
Eſtate; and not only ſo, but be likewiſe capa- 
ble of Recovery from their Fall, and that 

Gad in Mercy would take fome Method to re- 

i fore ſuch of them as would be obedient to a ſe- 

cond Covenant, as he has done with reſpeci to 

us; tis very reaſonable to believe, that ns 


Created Being could do any more than perform 
io its own Duty to its Creator, and therefore 1s 
lt incapable to male Sati faction for the Offences 
of of any other Beings : But this being allow'd, | 


as in reaſon it ought to be, it may be asR'd, by 
| what means then could any of the rational he © 
babitants 


PREFACE at 
habitants of other Globes receive Redemption? 
T anfwer, that it is very plain from the Scri- 
ptures, that our Bleſſed Redeemer is co-equal, 
JF: as, al, and co-eternal with the Father; 
and particularly in that he was the Creator 
of all things, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made“: And is it not 
then highly reaſonable to beheve that he, who 
is infimte in Power, can infimtely diſplay his 
Mercies to all the Works of his Creation, and 
that his perfect Obedience perform'd upon this 
Globe, and his ſuffering for Sin, that knew 
none himſelf, has made an infinite Satigfaction 
to Divine Fuſtice for the Offences of all the 
rational, reclaimable Part of his Creations? 
L But indeed, which way this Knowledge may. 
2 be reveal d to the Inhabitants of other Globes, 
dee muſt leave to the Counſel of Divine if 
dom: Jis ſufficient to us, that he, being ſu- 
premely infinite in all Perfections, could by 
one Oblation of himſelf for all the Works of 
his Creation, ranſom the Whole, and become 
the Mediator of a new Covenant to all, who 
dere not guilty of total Apoſtacy. 


But here, it may be, another Query will 
ariſe, That, allowing that by ſuffering upon 
one Globe he could ranſom all others not irre- 
claimably fallen, how came it to paſs that he 

ſhould chuſe this Globe rather than any other 
o make bis Appearance in, and to undergo 
theſe Sufferings upon? I anſiver, That if the 
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Redemption of the reclatmable Part of his 
fallen Creatures required ſuch Satisfaftion to 
be performd by their Creator, the Place he 
would make his Appearance in for the Per- 
formance of it was alone in the Counſel of bis 
infinite Wiſdom ; as was alſo his Deſcent, 
which was promiſed to the Seed of Abraham; 
which could be but in one Family at laſt, no 
more than his Appearance in this way could 
be but upon one Globe : Yet as by his Incar- 
nation in one Family all the Families of the 
Earth might be bleſſed, ſo by his Appearance 
upon one Globe, by his perfect Obedience and 
infinite Satisfattion, he might become the 
Mediator of a New Covenant to all the 
fallen, rational, reclaimable Inhabitants of the 
whole Creation. Beſides, . 
It may be queſtion'd, whether any of his 
Creatures, upon any other Globe whatſoever, 
would have treated him in the Way a 
Manner he was treated here; and whether 
there could be found any created, rational Be- 
ings fo hard to be convinced of the Truth of 
Reveal'd Religion: And when we confider the 
Stubbornneſs and Obſtinacy of the Human 


.» Race, and the great Difficulty of perſuading 


many to believe and comply with the Means of 
Salvation; when we conſider alſo the Proba- 
bility, that the rational, reclaimable Inhabi- 
tants upon other Globes may with leſs Diff» 
culty receive reveal'd Religion, and the offer a 
Mercies of a Mediator; we ſhall ſee Reaſon 
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PREFACE ww 
to ſuppoſe that this Part of his Creation was 
the mot proper for this GREAT TRANS- 
&ADDTF-MON:: But theje | things being Se- 
crets to us, and it being ſufficient to our Sal- 


vation, that we believe what the Scriptures 
* reveal, and live ſuitably to their Precepts; J 
= F/ould not fo far have pry'd into them, but 
| only to make the following Inference, viz. That 


it being poſſible to give à rational Account 


how and by what Means Chriſt's Merits 
might be convey d to the whole univerſal Crea- 


tion, that have not fallen into total Apoſtacy; 


fo the Opinion of a Plurality of Worlds, with 
various Inhabitants rational and irrational, 


and that many of the rational Inhabitants of 
them may have fallen from their firſt pure 


Eſtate, is no juſt Ground for the Maintainers 


of it to run into Hereſy, in not acknowledging - 
the Divinity of our Bleſſed Saviour, but is 


on the contrary a firong Confirmation of it; 
_ - becauſe tis thro his Divinity only that be 


could make ſo infinite a Satisfaction, and thro 
bis abſolute Perfection of Obedience that be 


became the Mediator and Saviour of all bir 


reclaimable rational Creatures; allowing the 


 Suppoſition I have gone upon, that many of 


the Inhabitants upon other Globes may have 


, fallen from their firſt pure Eſtate, and be ca- 
| pable of Recovery from their Fall. This 


therefore being ſufficient to our preſent Pur- 


Poe, T ſhall forbear making any further Sup= 


SPoſitions of their Uſes at preſent, and proceed 
fo the Work intended; in which I have _— 
BE | vour? 
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 wour'd to rectify Men's miſtaken Notions in 
Religion, and to lead them to the Truth : And 
| that my Endeavour to this End may have the 
propoſed Effect upon the Readers, and that a 
furtable Practice may be conſequent thereupon, 
is the Defire and hearty Prayer of © NN 


on 


[= Him that wiſheth 
| Your future Happineſs, 
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Philoſophical Meditations, 
WIT H 


Divine Inferences, Oc. 


HEN I behold the 
Glories of the Hea- 
venly Bodies, even thoſe * 
of cur Solar Syſtem, 
and conſider the Beau- 
ty, Order, and Har- 
mony thereof, and ob- 
ſerve ſeveral Bodies 


not viſible to the na- 
ked Eye; as 55 EN tke Satellites of 
Saturn and Fupiten; I muſt hence conclude 
theſe things to be the Product of infinite 
Wiſdom and Power, and not the Effects of 
Inactivity and blind Chance, (of which 
more hereafter) but the Works of Intelli- 
gence, Foreſight, and Contrivance; and of 
which we have ſufficient Footſteps upon our 


own Globe to convince any reaſonable Man 
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of, who is not biaſs'd by Vice. But what 
are theſe Works of our Syſtem, in compa- 
riſon of thoſe of the whole Univerſe, which, 

as far as our Sight can reach, we find inter- 
ſpers d with glorious Bodies, which in all 
Probability do all or moſt of them equal the 
Splendor of our Sun, and for ought we 
know (and as tis reaſonable to believe) have 
the like Uſes in being ſerviceable to conco- 
mitant Planets, which are revolving round 


them, as we, the Inhabitants upon this 


Globe, with our neighbouring Planets, do 
round our Sun, the Centre of our Syſtem | ? 
Theſe things duly look'd into, one would 
think ſhould be ſufficient to Glence all A- 
theiſm for ever ; which indeed had never had 
any Entertainment in the World, had not 
Immorality, Vice, and Wickedneſs firſt 
cauſed Men to loſe their Hopes of future 
Rewards ; and that the Fears of future Pu- 


niſhments might not be an Allay to their 


ſenſual Pleaſures, they would thence perſuade 


themſelves that there is no future Reckoning 


for them, How weak and fooliſh theſe 
Perſuaſions are, and how diſmal the Conſe- 
quences will be, J ſhall endeavour to ſet 
forth in the following Diſcourſe; in which 
I ſhall, as agreeable to my Purpoſe, make 
uſe of ſeveral Topicks, and draw proper 
Concluſions from them. . 


Firſt, I ſhall prove a neceflary, eternal, 


ſelt-exiſtent, and independent Being, upon 
which 


. 
8 3 
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Philoſophical Meditations. 19 
which depends the Order of Nature, and 


from whom all things that ARE have re- 


ceiv'd their Beings ' throughout the univerſal 
Space, whether animate or inanimate, ma- 
terial or ſpiritual. 
Secondly, I ſhall conſider the Nature of 

Eternity and infinite Space. | 


Thirdly, I ſhall enquire into the Nature 


of the Puniſhment of the Wicked, and give 
my Opinion of the Place of their Tor- 


ments. 
Fourthly, 1 ſhall enquire into the Nature 


of the Creation of our Globe the Earth, and 


make ſome Remarks upon the Deluge: In 
all which I ſhall avoid the deſcanting upon 
ſuch things as I have found before obſerv d 
by other Authors, except where it is neceſſa- 
ry, or elſe to make ſome further Improve- 
ments; and ſhall make Divine Inferences 


from every Particular, as they fall in Courſe. 


ÞF:fthly, 1 ſhall prove the Goodneſs of God 


in his Dealings with his Creatures he has 


given Reaſon and Underſtanding to, parti- 
cularly to us, having put it in our Power to 
be happy for ever in a future State, and ha- 


85 ving given us to that End all imaginable En- 


couragements and Advantages. 


Sixthly, I ſhall prove the Chriſtian Oeco- 


nomy to be the only true one now. in the 
World. 


And, Laſtly, I ſhall recommend Religion 


and Views to every one's Choice. 
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Sd EC 24 454 


Of a neceſſary, ſelf-exi ent, inde- 
pendent and eternal Being. 


» 


* * 


| HEN I form my Conceptions of 
an Eternity paſt, I find it much ea- 
| fier to believe and conceive a neceſſary, ſelf- 
exiſtent, independent, and eternal Being, 
than to imagine any Beings produced out of 
the Gulf of Eternity by blind Chance; 
which, if allow'd of, muſt be a neceſſary 
Agent, which is a plain Contradiction in 
Terms; for that which is a neceſſary Agent 
muſt have a Power to act; and Chance acts 
not, but is conſequent upon Action; there- 
fore if any thing be acted, it muſt be by the 
Power of an Actor; or, in other Words, 1 
any thing be made, it muſt have a Mager: 
And therefore, had there not been an infi 
nitely wiſe and powerful, ſelf-exiſtent, inde- 
pendent and eternal Being, the whole uni- 
verſal Space muſt have continued in utter 
Darkneſs, without Matter or material Bo- 
dies interſpers d; ſuch as the glorious Sun, 
Fixed Stars, and their concomitant Planets, 
with their various and numerous Inhabitants. 
But to go no further than our ſelves : That 
we find our ſelves in Being is undeniable, but 


how we came into Being we know not, nor 
ef - had 
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Philoſophical Meditations. 21 


had we any Hand in procuring it, but were 
produced in Time; we ' muſt therefore re- 


ceive our Beings from a Being that is eter- 
nal; and our Exiſtence not being in our 
ſelves, we muſt therefore exiſt in a Being 
that is ſelf-exiſtent; and our Dependence 
not. being upon our ſelves, we mult there- 


fore depend upon a Being that is indepen- 


dent : So that it is as abſurd to deny the Be- 
ing of a God, as it would be to deny our 
own Beings; ſince without a Creator, tis 
evident, there could have been no Creature, 


It is with very good Reaſon therefore that 


the Pſalmiſt calls that Man a Fool, who has 


faid in his Heart, There is no God, 


pe ENTER 1 2 
* - 2 — * — 
da 


Of the Mature of Eternity and in- 


1 finite Space. 


NIO W what Conceptions I can form 


of this neceſſary Being, and his eter- 


nal Exiſtence, is, that his Eternity is to him 
as Time preſent, or juſt now, is to us; for 

Eternity admits of no Meaſure or Progreſ- 
ſion, as Time does; for Time is itſelf a 
Creature produced out of Eternity; ſo that 
let the Almighty begin his Creations at what 
„ Diſtance 


. 
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Diſtance of Time ſoever, there had been an 
Eternity paſt before that Beginning ; and 
this Beginning of Time, had it not yet been 
begun, could not have lengthen'd the Eter- 
nity paſt before the Beginning: But with re- 
fe to us, the Time paſt fince the Begin- 
ng has Length and Duration, and ſo it 
by be to all created Beings. But now the 
fupreme infinite Being ee in his Eter- 
nity, all things as preſent; as, for Inſtance, 
when he ſent Mojes to the Narbe and Mo. 1 
es requir'd his Name, Tell them, faith the | 
ies Almighty, I AM hath fent thee ; by which ; 
17 Word is fully comprehended his eternal Ex- I 
iſtence. Now that this was the Son of Gd, 
15 who was to be our Redeemer, that ſpoke to 
Aces, may indeed be made a Diſpute and +, 
"Mi Cavil by thoſe who will not allow his Divi- 
0 nity ; but our Bleſſed Saviour's own Expreſ- x 
11 ſion to the Fews, Before Abraham was, | 
1 IAM, will eaſily ſolve it, as having the i 
14 very ſame Word, and therefore the fame | 
| Weight and Force in it: For had our Sa- 
viour been a Being created in Time, (as ſome 1 


have had the Boldneſs to aſſert) he would 
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oy not have us'd that emphatical Expreſſion, 
4 which can imply no leſs than eternal Exiſt- 


ence, viz. Before Abraham was, I AM: 
iq On the contrary, he muſt have fad, Before 
0 Abraham was, I was; and as ſuch an Ex- 
Wo reſſion would as naturally have ſhewn him 
i" to have had a Creation as it did Abraham, 
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Philoſophical Meditations. 23 
| the Expreſſion I AM does as naturally 
ſhew his eternal Exiſtence. | 
| Now when we conſider the Works of the 
ſupreme, infinite, and eternal Being , (who 
out of Eternity produced Time, ng out of 
infinite Space produced Place) we may be 
conyinced that they are of no Uſe to him- 
ſelf, but to his Creatures only: But whether 
| the whole Creation of every thing was pro- 
| quc'd at once, or when this Globe in parti- 


cular, Which we inhabit, was created, is a 


Queſtion, which, after all Reſearches, can- 
not be known in this State; tho' ſome have 
believ'd on the negative. All thoſe glorious 
Bodies of the fixed Stars are indeed, with 
very good Reaſon, believd to be ſo many 
Suns, with Planets revolving about them, 

with various and numerous Inhabitants, ra- 
tional and irrational; and ſome have queſti- | 
on'd whether the whole univerſal Space may 
not be throughly interſpers d and furniſh'd 
with like heavenly Bodies, becauſe, not- 
_ withſtanding their vaſt Diſtances from us, 
beſides what we can diſcover by the naked 
Eye, there are every Day more and more 
diſcover'd by good Glafles. Now whether 
any or all of theſe were created before this 
Earth or Solar Syſtem of ours, or all toge- 
ther with it, is in vain to ſeek to determine ; 
ſince 'twas all one to the Almighty Creator 
whether he began all this Work at once, or 
at different Times, for fo I may call it, be- 
B 4 cauſe 
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cauſe Time muſt commence to all created 
Beings at the Time of their Creation: Tis 
ſufficient to us that we find ourſelves launch'd 
into Being, which we may from hence look 


upon as an eternal one, it having been the 
Pleaſure of our Creator to endue us with 
immortal Souls, which, during their Stay in 
theſe Bodies, are capable of ſearching into 
and admiring the reſt of his wonderful 


Works, and if truly prepar'd for their Exit 


from them, ſhall then be made perfect in 
all Knowledge, and fully enjoy this ſupreme 
Infinite, than which nothing leſs can fatisfy 
the unbounded Defires of the Soul, or yield 
her true Happineſs: And as the Soul is more 
or leſs ſpiritually refined here, ſo much the 


more or leſs will ſhe be capable to receive. 


thoſe unlimited Enjoyments. Theſe Trea- 


ſures we cannot too much covet and breathe 


after; for the more we hunger and thirſt af- 
ter Righteouſneſs, the more nouriſhing will 
the Bread and Water of Life be; or the 
more we ſeek to be familiar with the Works 
of the Great Creator, and covet to have 


thoſe things made plain to us, which now 
we only ſee as thro a glaſs darkly, and there- 


by have our conver/ation in heaven, and ſpi- 
ritually breathe and long after it, having 


lodg'd our Treaſures and our Hearts there ; 
J fay, the greater Attainments we make here- 


in, the greater Felicities will await our Re- 


ception there; and the more . Virtues 
we 
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Philoſophical Meditations. 25 
we carry thither, the brighter will our Souls 
ſhine with them. cok | 

Now as to the univerſal Space being tho- 
roughly interſpers'd or furniſh'd with .hea- 


5 venly Bodies, I am, for my own Part, apt 


to judge on the negative; elſe there are no 
Bounds to the Creation, which I think has 
Bounds as well as Time, or we make the 


Works of the Creation infinite. Tis true, 


we cannot put Bounds to his Power, which 
is unlimited : God fills the univerſal Space; 
but to imagine that he has thoroughly inter- 


ſpers d it with heavenly Bodies, (which if fo 


muſt be infinite) is almoſt the ſame as to 
imagine he has never been without Crea- 
tures; and that no Creature could be from 


Eternity, is manifeſt from its very Creation; 


and tho God may have had Creatures ten 
Thouſand times ten Thouſand Millions of 
this World's Ages before its Creation, yet all 

things created muſt neceſſarily have a Begin- 
ning: From which I would infer, that it is 


{ſill moſt probable that there are Bounds to 


the material Creation, and ſtill an univerſal 
Space unfurniſh'd or uninterſpers'd with hea- 
venly and material Bodies, and may be to 
all Eternity, tho' God ſhould ever continue 


to create new Suns and Planets at never ſo 


great Diſtances, which ſtill make the Room 
never the leſs for more; for univerſal Space, 


like Eternity, admits no Beginning nor End; 
and every Body therein created is ſtil] exact- 
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only to be ſerviceable to us on this Globe 
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ly in the Middle of it, juſt as Time pre- 


ſent is to Eternity : For ſuppoſing a Body to 
move in a ſtrait Line with the greateſt Ve- 
locity imaginable, even as ſwift as Lightning 


or Light from the Sun, when it has moved 


with this Swiftneſs Millions of Ages, tis no 
nearer the End of infinite Space, but the 
fame, as to it, as if it had ſtood perfectly 
Rill all the while: Similar to which is God's 
Eternity, which admits of neither Meaſure 


nor Progreſſion; for his Eternity paſt can 


never be lengthen'd, no more than his Eter- 
nity to come can be ſhorten'd ; and there- 
fore his Exiſtence has been, is, and will be 


always the fame, and is therefore fully ex- 


preſs d in his comprehenſive Name, I AM. 
Now the late Diſcoveries from the Princi- 
ples of Sir Iaac Newton, concerning the fixed 
Stars being ſo many Suns, with Planets re- 
volving round them, and reſpecting them as 
their Centres, and receiving Light and Hegt 


from them, afford us very great Matter of 


Sdininition of the wonderful Works of the 


Great Creator, as containing in them, I 


think, more than a barePr obability of Truth: 
For to what End muſt all theſe glorious Bo- 
dies be created, if not for further Uſes than 


Is 
Hence it is that every Part of the Surface of 
Globes does agreeably attract its proper Inhabitants, 
and that the Inhabitants or ry Side do agreeably gra- 


vitate to its Centre, and in their Walking obſerve a 
Poſture accordingly, 
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Is not the Moon more uſeful to us than them 
all? And of how much leſs Subſtance is ſhe 
than any other viſible Bodies! but by being 


placed nearer, and being an Attendant upon 
our Globe, is of more particular Uſe to us 


than all the other heavenly Bodies (the Sun 


only excepted) put together : Tho' I doubt 
not but that God has not made even it for 


our Uſe only, but has ſuitable Inhabitants 


there, to whom our Globe, which is ſo much 
larger, i is more ſerviceable than it to us. And 
herein is Matter of Wonder, Praiſe, and 


Admiration of the great Creator and Con- 


triver of the Univerſe, not to make any thing 
for its own particular Uſe only, but as far as 
it is conſiſtent with one Body's ſerving ano- 
ther, ſo far, in all Probability, they are made 
uſeful to one another, as if they had each of 
them been deſign d for no other Uſe but to 
be ſerviceable to the other. 
Thus the Antients not dreaming but that 
all the Works of the Creation had been on- 
ly made on purpoſe for our Uſe and Benefit, 


and conſidering the vaſt Diſtances of the 


fixed Stars and Planets, and how much more 


it might have amounted to our Benefit, if 


only our Globe had been deſign'd to have 
been enlighten'd thereby, had they been pla- 
oed nearer to it; and from thence concluding 
that God deſign d ſomething more uſeful to 


Mankind thereby (believing them to be 


made only for Man's Ute) aſcrib'd ſeveral 
Influ- 
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Influences to em, as to all human Affairs and 
Occurrences, from whence aroſe ſeveral Pre- 
tenders to underſtand their Natures and In- 
fluences; as Fortune-tellers, Anſwerers of 
Horary Queſtions, Calculators of Nativities, 

and the like; which to this Day is not quite 
extinguiſhed, but pra&tis'd by ſome few idle 
People: Tho' the late Ich of ſcribbling 
Nonſenſe, Yearly and Monthly Prognoſti- 
cators, News-Foretellers, and Weather Pre- 
dicters, begin now to loſe Ground amongſt 
us, being ſcandalous, and of very little 
Repute with Men of the beſt Underſtand- 


ing. 


fame Principles ador'd the Heavenly Bodies 
as Deities, and paid Divine Honours to em; 
but as it has pleaſed God to make known to 
us, in this latter Age, the nobler Uſes he de- 
fign d them for, (which Knowledge ſeems 
to have been reſerv'd for theſe Sceptical 


Days) as this Knowledge furniſnes us with 
Matter of Admiration and Wonder, ſo it is 


ſufficient to filence all Atheiſm and Invdeli- 


ty; which indeed had never appear'd in the 


World, had not Immorality and Vice been 


the N a ee of them; for thoſe who in- 


volve themſelves in Wickedneſs often fly t 
Atheiſm as a Shelter for themſelves from the 
Dread of Hell and the Thoughts of a fu- 
ture Reckoning. And this brings me to en- 
quire into the N ature of the Puniſhment of 
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Others of the Ancients "Wo upon the 
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the Wicked, and to give my Opinion of 
| the Place af their T orments. | 


$ECT. III. 


of the Puniſhment if the IV icked, 
and Place of Hell. 


i diſmal State is repreſented to us 

in Scripture by Fire and Brimſtone, 
which, though indeed *tis moſt terrifying to 
our preſent Senſes, yet can never ſufficiently 


repreſent the Terrors of that dreadful State; 
for as much as Spirit exceeds Matter, 10 


much does ſpiritual Fire, or the Terrors of 


a Soul baniſh'd 9/l Felicities, and conſignꝰd 
over to the moſt inexpreſſible Miſeries, ex- 


ceed all poſſible Repreſentations of material 
Fire. That material Fire, properly ſo call'd, 
cannot act immediately upon immaterial 
Subſtances, as the Devils are, I do not now 


argue ; but that their Torment will be as 
great at leaſt, as that of material Fire upon 


material Subſtances, is not to be doubted; 
for the everlaſting Fire prepared for the De 
vil and his Angels muſt neceſſarily very grie- 
vouſly affect them. As to the Place of Hell, 
as we call it; I take it to be an Exilement 


| from all manner of Place, in the uſual No- 


tion 


30 | Philoſo phical Meditations. 


tion of that Word, and to be a Confine- 
ment in a Vacuum or the univerſal Space, 
where there is no Matter to colle& and re- 
flect any of the Rays of Light of the Hea- 
venly Luminaries ; ſo that the Sun and Stars 
darting their Rays through, and meeting 
with nothing to reflect their Rays upon, 
there is conſequently nothing but a pitchy 
Darkneſs: And now will not this alone be 
a diſmal State, if there were no other poſi- 
tive Torments, where thoſe who are con- 
fign'd over to it have not the leaſt Hope left 
of ever recovering Light or Place of Reſt? 
This is that diſmal Place, or rather Im- 
priſonment from all manner of Place, re- 
1 Fo to us in the Scriptures as a Boſtom- 
Pit, and outer Darkneſs, which is very 
agreeable to the aforeſaid Notions; for, as a 
Bottomleſs Pit, it is agreeable to a Baniſh- 
ment from Place, or, in other Words, from 
the Body of any Globe and its Atmoſphere, 
into the Vacuum of the univerſal Space; the 
Extent whereof is ſuch, as I have ſhew'd, 
that nothing can come nearer its End, tho 
it has never ſo rapid a Motion, no, were it 
even as quick as Thought or Imagination it- 
ſelf, and continued to never ſo long a Du- 
ration: So that this may properly enough 
be call'd a Bottomleſs Pit; and diſmal outer 
Darkneſs muſt alſo attend it, as it is out of 
the way of any thing to receive, collect, or 
reflect any of the Light of the lorious hea- 
venly | 
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venly Bodies. In this tremendous State is 


both temporal and fpiritual Darkneſs, no 
| Righteouſneſs to ſhine in theſe doleful Re- 


gions, no more than material Lights to at- 
tend them; for that ſpiritual Light, which 
is ready to be afforded, by Chrift, to every. 

one that comes into the W, orld, the Inhabt- 
tants of theſe diſmal Regions have wiltully 
loſt, by chufng Darkneſs rather than Light, 


becauſe their Deeds were evil. This is, then, 


ſuch a Deſtruction from the Preſence af the 


Lora, and his Lig ht, as muſt certainly be 


attended with 1 Anguiſh and Horror 


to thoſe exil'd to it: Their Conſciences too 


will then reproach and ſting them with Re- 
morſe; they will then reflect upon the Evils 
they have done, and cannot help it; this 
Worm that dieth not will continually gnavy 
and fret their guilty Minds, and never let 


them be at Eaſe and Quiet; and the Re- 


flection upon the infinite Loſs of Heaven, 

and their everlaſting Excluſion from the un- 
ſpeakable Happineſs of that bleſſed State, 
and their Deprivation of the Sight of the 
Beatific Viſion, and the Want of the hea- 
venly Society, v/2. God and Chriſt, and the 
blefled Saints and Angels, will fill them with 
inexpreſſible Torment. The Devils, as Spi- 
rits, may be able to affect Spirits, and ſo af- 


| flict the Souls of Men, as well as Bodies da 
Bodies: For ſince our Bleſſed Saviour plain- 


ly 155 that the Wicked ſhall go into ever- 
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laſting Fire prepar d for the Devil and bis' 
Angels, we may be aſſur' d that there is in 
Hell a Fire, tho' not material, yet ſuch as 
ſhall as much, if not more, affect thoſe who! - 


ſhall be conſign d over to that dreadful State ; 
fo that it will be ſuch an one as will execute 


God's Deſign of puniſhing both wicked An- 
gels and wicked Men. And now let wicked 
Men conſider what a woful Bargain . 
make, when they fooliſhly chuſe Vice be- 
fore Religion and Virtue: Let 'em think 
what an unſpeakable Torment the Refe- 
ction upon their 
Neglect of their Duty, will fill their Minds 
with; what terrible An 


Deſpair will poſſeſs them; what a monſtrous 
| Pile of Fire they are raiſing to burn, but 
not conſume them ; for there the Worm dies 
not, as our dur tells us, and the Fire i 78 
not quenched. on Ds 

Now the very Nature of Virtue and Spi- 
ritual-mindedneſs leads to Happineſs, even 
in this Lite, and the contrary to Miſery ; 
for Fo be carnally minded is death, but to be 


 fprritually minded is life and peace: For Car- 


nality of itſelf ſinks us below the aſpiring 
fixes our Minds on 


the World and ſenſual Pleaſures, whereby 
we come to doat ſo much upon the Purſuit 
of our beloved Senſualities, that our Hearts 
at laſt become ſo intent upon them, that 
their 


paſt Sins, and the wilful 


| guiſh and Horror 
will then ſeize them; what Madneſs and 


© 


„ „„ as Wes „ 


* 


their Happineſs is fixed in them: And ſince 
theſe earthly Treaſures and ſenſual Enjoy- 
ments are fading and tranſitory, and can laſt 
no longer than our preſent Lives; and ſince 
no Treaſures are thereby laid up for the Soul, 
(for theſe are only uſeful to our Bodies) we 
are ſure to loſe all when we leave Zheſe : 
| Whereas if we raiſe our Souls to a ſpiritual 
Temper, and purſue true Virtue with a hea- 
venly Diſpoſition, and regard the things of 
the Spirit more than thoſe of the Fleſh, we 
may aſſure our ſelves we are laying up ſuch 
Treaſures as will be durable and laſting, even 
to all Eternity. And how much muſt the 
Satisfaction of a ſpiritual Mind be even in 


this Life? "Tis ſufficient to ſupport us under 


the greateſt outward Calamities and Affli- 


ctions; and all the Riches, Pleaſures, and 


Honours of the World cannot equal it; equal 
it, did I ſay? nay, not ſtand in the leaſt 
Competition with it, where hey are only en- 
joy'd without this Spiritual-mindedneſs: This 
will make the Mind of a Man or Woman 
eaſy and chearful, and their Countenance 
lively ; for true Virtue never ſhews itſelf in 
affected ſanctified Looks, an artificial turn- 
ing of the Eyes, wry Mouths, wrinkling of 
Faces, or whining Speeches, which are 


# 


_ chiefly Tokens of Hypocriſy, or at leaſt a | 


Want of a true Underſtanding of the Na- 
ture of Religion and Virtue, which in its 
own Nature renders Men bold as a Lion, 

FRE * Courteous, 
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courteous, free and affable ; whereas the con- 
makes them fearful and timorous, 
ſneaking and dejected, and oftentimes fills 
them with Confuſion. 
Indeed there are ſome bold preſumptuous 
Sinners, that have ſet Integrity and Upright- 
neſs, Religion and Virtue at open Defiance, 
and reign and act triumphantly, as if they 
had entirely ſubdued them, together with 
the Apprehenſion of a future Reckoning. 
Theſe, in the Height and Heat of the Pur- 


ſuit of their Luſts and Paſſions, may indeed, 


for the Time, have little Senſe or Apprehen- 
fion of their preſent Danger; but ſhould 
Afflictions and Troubles come upon them, 
and eſpecially . Death threaten to overtake 


them, how will they ſtand it then? Will 


not the T errors of Conſcience awaken them 
out of their former Security? Will they not 


then dread the Conſequences of their former 


imaginary Conqueſts? Will not Fear and 


Anguiſh come ſpeedily upon them? Will 


not their Countenances then change Colour, 
and a fearful Trembling ſeize them? Now 
muſt the Miniſter (though before contemn'd 


and ſlighted) be ſent for to adminiſter all 


poſſible Comfort to the ſeeming Penitent. 


But what has brought it to this? Now muſt 


conquer'd Virtue be courted by the Con- 
queror to accept of his Submiſſion : Con- 
queror, did I ſay? No, no, thou only didſt 


reh wed {elf ſo; for tho Religion and 
Virtue = 


Ppbilaſopbhical M. editations.. 3 5 | 
' Virtue may have ſuffer d themſelves for a 
Time to be trampled upon, yet whenever 
they pleaſe to aſſume their Strength and Au- 
thority, they have many Aſſiſtants ready 
that can curb the fa torn of all-their | rn 

mies, and if they cannot in time reclaim 
them, yet can 8 the Rebellions of thei 
moſt inſulting eſperadoes: Nay, even the 
boldeſt Sinners of em all, upon Surprize, 
are ready to flee when none "purſues, but the 
righteous are as bold as a lion; and tho Ca- 
lamities, Loſſes, and Crofles ſhall attend the 
Righteous, and they may be for the preſent 
ſomewhat dejected ia.” natural Infirmity 
and Frailty, yet the Serenity of their Minds 
and inward Peace of their Conſciences will 
ſtill ſubſiſt and ſupport them under all the 
Storms that happen from without: A Re- 
ſignation to God's Will will rid em of all 
unreaſonable Fears, and perſuade them to 
believe that all things ſhall end well, if not 
to their preſent, yet to their future Advan- 
tage: Influenced by this comfortable Per- 
ſuaſion, they will chearfully and patiently 
wait the Event, preferring evermore future 


ſpiritual good things, before all preſent, mY wa 


temporal, and regarding temporal Evils as 

only tranſitory, and of Which ey ſhall fon 
ſee an End. 
Theſe may truly be compar'd to the 125 
Virgins, who were ready at the Call of the 
; I] ; as the 3 rata who have 01 
| 2 | 
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Oil to ſeek at the ſame Call, may be to the 


fooliſh Virgins, who, notwithſtanding their 
Knocking and Importunity, were yet ſhut 
out, becauſe too late; for this Door being 
once ſhut upon them, admits no opening for 
ever. When once they ſhall be thus exclu- 
ded from all manner of Place, Light, or 
Eaſe, thus baniſh'd into the doleful Regions 


of outer Darkneſs (after the Reſurrection of 


the Body) then will all the Terrors of Body 
and Mind ſeize them, with perpetual Re- 
flections upon their paſt Follies, for not em- 
bracing Mercy when it was offer'd, in not 
regarding Futurity and its precious Trea- 
ſures, till they could no longer enjoy their 
Senſualities: And Religion and Virtue, the 
*beſt Refuge and Security, the only Means 


of eſcaping eternal Puniſhment, can now be 


of no Service: The Enjoyment of the hea- 
venly State, which now they wiſh for, and 
had heard ſo much of, cannot be expected; 
for not being calculated to their Senſualities, 


and the Company of that Place being no 


ways agreeable to their wicked Diſpoſitions, 
it would be impoſſible for them to reliſh 
em; and were they then to be entertain'd 


in Heaven, the Enjoyments of that happy 
:State would be ſo contrary 


and diſagreeable 
to their contracted vicious Habits, - that they 
could not bear them: So that could they be 
admitted, it would be no proper Place for 
them; their own Senfualities and vicious 


LO 28 Habits | 
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Habits having render'd them SEE unfit 
for, Abode there. 
: Wherefore let all wicked Men now Con- 

f flee that thoſe who are not fitted for Hea- 
ven, by a timely Preparation and a Diſpoſi- 
tion habituated to Virtue, will have no En- 
tertainment there ; the Door. will be ſhut 
upon them, and they will be excluded that. 
Place of Comfort, Eaſe and Reſt, and ſhut. 
out into outer Darkneſs, agreeable to their 
Works of Darkneſs; and as their Works 
here would not bear the Light, ſo their Eyes 
cannot there behold it. 
| Oh! that you would therefore conſider 
theſe things in time, and turn to the Lord 
while he may be found, and change your In- 
clinations and Tempers, before they become 
incapable of having ſuch a Change wrought 
in them; for the longer you continue in Sin, 
the harder it will be to change and Ne 
and if n may be impoſiible, 5 


s k C T. Tv. 
0 7 the Creati an and Dalage: 


Come now to conſider ſomething in re- 
lation to the Creation of our Globe the 
-arth, with the State of the Antediluvians, 
* 3 „ 
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and enquire into the Reaſoris of their De- 
ſtruction by the Deluge, and to give my O- 
pinion of thoſe natural Cauſes that er 9 
to fulfil the Divine Appointment therein; 
and from thence I ſhall make ſome uſeful. 
F nferences. 
J have before proved that all things crea- 
ted muſt receive their Beings from a neceſſa- 
ry, ſelf-exiſtent, and eternal Being: I ſhall 
now endeavour to ſhew the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of this eternal Being in the Crea- 
tion of our Globe (which Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs is undoubtedly agreeable in every 
Part of his Creations). Now it appears by 
| his reveal'd Account hereof by his Servant 
Moſes, That in the beginning God created the 
Heavens and the earth, that is, the Subſtance 
or Matter of them ; which Subſtance re- 
main'd in a confus'd chaotical Condition, 
without Order or Form ; and how long it 
had remain'd ſo e're God gave it the Laws 
of Gravitation and Attraction, whereby eve- 
ry of its Parts did take their Places according 
to their ſpecifick Gravities, we find not men- 
tion'd ; but that it continued ſo for ſome 
time, appears from the enſuing Words, And 
the earth: was without ' form and void, and 
darkneſs was upon the face of the deep From 
which Mr. Whifton, in his Tiers, of the 
Earth, probably imagin'd this Globe, before 
its Formation into a Planet, had been a | 
Comet. But be this as it will, 'tis certain a _ 
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Comet very much repreſents ſuch a chaotical 
Subſtance, wherein there is no Order nor 
Form, nor any ways appears to be a habita- 
ble Body, but is capable by an Almighty 
Fiat of being made fo, having the Laws of 
Gravitation and Attraction aſſign'd it, as 
above-mention'd, and being put into a pro- 
per Orbit at a convenient Diſtance from 
ſome of the glorious Luminaries. But whe- 
ther this Beginning, in which aur Globe had 
its Original, only reſpected it, or was the 
Beginning of all the material Subſtances of 
the whole Univerſe, is too difficult to deter- 
mine, Now if it reſpected the Whole, yet 
upon Suppoſition of this Globe's being a 
Comet before its Formation into a Planet, 
Multitudes of the Heavenly Bodies might 
have had their Formations before this Earth, 
even at vaſtly diſtant Times; and yet the 
Creation of Matter was the Beginning of 
Time; and if this Beginning of Time, 
mention d by Moſes, reſpects the whole ma- 
terial Creation, then was all Matter created 
at the ſame Beginning, or at the ſame Time 
when the Matter of this Globe was, and 
might, at ſeveral diſtant Times, be made 
habitable Bodies. But after all our Enqui- 
tries and Reſearches into this Matter, we muſt 
— ſtill leave the full Knowledge of theſe things 
to a future State; the Mention of them now. 
being only thus uſeful to us, to promote our 
i after that F ulneſs of Knowledge 
C 4 which 
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But to create them ſo that they 
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which we may expect when relax'd from 
theſe Fetters of Mortality. 

Now that all things at their firſt Se 
came pure out of their Maker's Hands, is 
an undeniable Truth, both as to the Globes 
and their Inhabitants; but that God ſhould 
irreverſibly determine they ſhould fo conti- 
nue, without reſpect to the Actions of his 
Creatures, is very unreaſonable to * a 
Tis very reaſonable to expect that ſuch of 
his Creatures as were endued with Reaſon 
and Underſtanding ſhould be made capable 


of continuing in their original Creation, or 


elſe tis but Mockery to create them pure: 


poſſibly deviate from it, is putting a Force 
upon their Obedience; and forced Obedi- 


ence is no Obedience, nor can ſuch Obedi- 
ence be any ways rewardable : Therefore it 


was highly reaſonable and agreeable with 
infinite Wiſdom to give his Creatures a Free- 
dom of Will, and a Law to keep, with a 
Power alſo to keep it, and to offer Rewards 
to Obedience, and to threaten Puniſhments 
to the Difobedicnce of it. And this 1s the 
very fame, as to us, as if God did not fore- 
ſee our Obedi tence or Diſobedience ; for _ 


his Foreknowledge cannot be hinder d, 

it does not neceſſitate any of our Actions 8 
come to paſs; but becauſe they will come 
to paſs, thro' our own Choice and Free- 


agency, he muſt neceſſarily foreſee them: 
And 


* 


could not 


F 


And after he has created all things pure, up- 


on the Obedience of ſuch of his Creatures 


who make it their Choice to obey, they are 
thence ſo firmly eftabliſh'd in their right 


Choice, and made ſo far perfect as to be in 


no Danger of a future Revolt; an Inſtance 
whereof we have in the obedient and diſo- 
bedient Angels. | 


| Thus God has made his reaſonable Crea- 
tures free Agents, and therefore conſequent- 


ly Man; for whoſe fake this Globe was cre- 


ated fruitful, with pure and wholſome Air 


to breathe in, not in the leaſt infected with 
any noxious or deſtructive Particles, but 
with fuch pure Air as was capable of pre- 
ſerving the Strength from all Decays, and 
yet liable too to undergo ſuch Changes as 


were conſiſtent with infinite Wiſdom, ac- 


cording to Man's Behaviour here. 

Now as God had created our firſt Parents 
in a State as above related, and given them 
a Law, with Condition that if they kept 
it, both they and their Poſterity ſhould re- 
main happy, and had threaten'd Death upon 


their Diſobedience, we find that as ſoon as 
they had violated that Law, a ſtrange Turn 


of Affairs enſued ; for the Earth hereupon, 


according to Mr. Whifton, receiv'd a diurnal 


Rotation, having only an annual one before; 
and by this ſudden Change and Shock it was 


broke into ſeveral Chaſms and Fiſſures, from 


whence iſſued ſulphurous and infectious Par- 


ticles 
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the Air, that breath'd nothing but the Sweets 
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ticles into the Atmoſphere of the Air, cau- 
fing it to become noxious, and by Degrees 
to work upon the Vitals of every Animal, 
and to decay their Natures, and thereby ſub- 
ject them to Mortality; according to God's 
Threatning to Man's Diſobedience, In the 
day that thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt furely 
die; that is to ſay, become mortal. 

Thus b by the Commencement of the 
Earth's diurnal Rotation, we may further 


| obſerve, it would neceſſarily cauſe a Ruſhing 


in the Fluidity of the Atmoſphere of the 
Air, it not being capable preſently to ac- 
company the Solidity of the Earth on this 
ſudden Rotation; which ruſhing Noiſe ſeems 
to be that Which Adam calls God's Voice, 

which he heard in the Garden, and being 
ſelf- condemn'd, and imagining that God 
was coming to execute immediately the 
Threatning due to his Tranſgreſſion, ran to 
hide himſelf with his eſpouſed Conſort ; for 
they (Adam and Eve) heard the voice of the 
Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day; or, as it is in the Margin of our 
old Bibles, in the wind. of the day, which 
gives a further . to this Hypo- 


theſis. 


Thus we may ſee what a mickey Turn 


the Diſobedience of Man brought upon Na- 


ture; the Earth, that before was fruitful of 
itſelf, now becomes barren without Tillage ; 
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of Immortality, now becomes noxious and 
decaying; and the Nouriſhment of the Fruits 
of the Earth, thro' the infectious Air, yields 
not its natural Strength and Support to Na- 
ture. Tr | 
And yet after all this, ſo much of its 
Strength remain'd, as afforded the Antedi- 
luvians a prodigious Longevity, much ſupe- 
rior to what we now enjoy: So that God in 
this Caſe (like a tender Father) ſeem'd flow 
to execute the Puniſhment due to the Tranſ- 
greſſion, as it were with Deſign to ſee whe- 
ther Forbearance and Mercies would not 
bring them over to Obedience to that ſecond 
* Covenant made with fallen Man in Para- 
diſe: And tho' we are affur'd he forefaw 
what Effects theſe Mercies and Forbearances 
would have upon Mankind, yet this Dealing 
with them leaves them altogether without 
Excuſe; and tis agreeable alſo to our own 
way of reaſoning, which is firſt to try us 
with Mercies, to ſee whether temporal Fa- 
vours will not make the Receivers in Love 
with the Donors of them: And this is the 
firſt Step to Obedience: But behold the Stu- 
ws of fallen Man! Their Health and 
Strength, their Eaſe and Plenty, are turn'd 
to Senſuality, Luſt and Luxury, and all man- 
ner of Corruptions of their Ways before 
God. Their Hearts were wholly ſet upon 
V their 
*The Terms whereof are fully contain'd in the 
N hole Duty of Man, 1 0 ö 
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their Pleaſures, and Riches and Honours. 
(we may reaſonably ſuppoſe). were likewiſe 
their Purſuit; for theſe things once attain'd 
were very conſiderably. more durable then 
than they are now : They might then wait 
an hundred or two hundred Years, or more, 

for Places of Honour and Preferment, and 
enjoy them ſeveral hundreds afterwards, and, 

upon this Expectation, raight ſpare no Pains 
neceſſary to be us d, for the Attainment of 
their Ends and Aims : For what if it was an 
hundred and fifty or two hundred Years 
Pains, or upwards, the future Satisfaction 
upon the Attainment of their Ends; the 
Proſpect of Duration in the Enjoyment of 
them, they thought a ſufficient Compenſa- 
tion of their Trouble. And thus by abuſing 
the Mercies of God's Long-ſuffering, by 
turning all their Thoughts into Carnality, 

and being wholly funk into the Purſuit of 
ſenſual Pleaſures, (fo that none of the Ante- 
diluvians were found righteous before God, 

except Noah and his Family) therefore it 
came to paſs that it repented the Lord that be 
had made Man, and it grieved him at the 
heart. Thus the Almighty condeſcends to 
expreſs himſelf to our Apprehenſions and 
Capacities, as if he had the ſame Affections 
and Paſſions as Men have: And ſo in like 
manner in his Dealings with us, he uſes the 
very ſame Method, agreeably to our own 
Ules and Cuſtoms with one another; firſt 
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trying us by Mercies, and (if thoſe be abus d) 


— 


giving us Correction, and if that fail of re- 
cClaiming us, he proceeds to Puniſhment. 


And now the Sins of the Antediluvians ha- 
ving occafion'd the Lord to declare his Re- 
pentance of making Man, he now determines 


to put a Stop to the Inſolencies of this ungo- 


vernable World, by a total Overthrow of the 


whole Human Race, except the above-men- 


tion'd Perſons, who only were found Fre 


before him. 
God therefore eſtabliſhes his Geben 


with Noah to preſerve him and his Family 
alive, with a ſufficient Number of all man- 


ner of Land Animals, as a Stock to reple- 


niſh and re- people the New World; which 
afterwards he had determined to take a new 


Method with: for ſince the Longævity of 


the Antediluvians had had no better Effects 


upon them, than what is above-mentioned, 


God now determines to bring ſuch a Flood 


upon the Earth as ſhould ſtill makent vaſtly 


lefs fruitly after its Abatement, and Men's 
Lives, by Degrees, after the Deluge, to be 


-more ſhort and uncertain: And herein is the 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God manifeſt; 


lor fince Men cannot now hunt after Tem- 
pPoralities with the Views of very long En- 


joyments, they may therefore be hereby in- 
duced to purſue the Concerns of the Soul, 


which laſts not for a few hundred Years 
only, but for Eternity: And who would 
E | . EE 


— 2 — — bb 
. — 


. 2 3 hg. \ 
Py = A won 5 


. * 
— 1 


— 
S 142 10 — NN Lad 


. l n a 7 * 
r 1 


* 
* 
2 


r 


* * 
J) 
— — . 
— 


. . 

W —— — 2. aq 
FC 
2 3 - _ 

* R 


K w—_ n — 
Obs — 
4 * nnd wn 5 
„7 — 4 * 5 rd 
* wy x — 2 * 1 . » * * 
e — : — 1 2 oy 1 — . * * 2 * £ 2 * * —— - — N _ \ 
g * «4 — a 8 "4 > 2 2 — 22 ET BO EA ws IS 2 - « ” 2 * 3 7 * 0 — 
5 e 1 g —_ * * ; { 2 — 3 2 ge * — * x e ep e 2 _ 4 th 2 5 — bees Sag 
4 2 ES +7 Sr — —— — — K 3 . 3 2 * eee „ oe ag 22 
r WOES 1,0 OY — — UE NS RS ISAS. 00 a 2 8 . 7 * 1 — — re PPT, ** — r . Y 
"4 = in * SE a. - vhs , - Ax 8 — n oY - — 5 GE 5 85 Ty Ie; L 
2 a o — Ga — * > * 2 Ls * A 1 l - * — gu " PP: 7 — F + 
— 5 2 8 ey — I 2 oo _ Es N F > « 
2 A PT — * — FN * A 7 : . 2 8 a 


e 3 * 


* — 
e 628 


4a- On 
— 
r 


— * 

. —ů ů — 
S A ad UL 
OY wits IP a 
2 eg 5-41 2 * 8 


2 
r 


2 
- 


healthful, I come now to conſider. - 
here likewiſe I cannot oy: allow Mr. N. Dt 
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not infinitely rather chuſe the Purſuit of 


theſe defirable Spiritual Treaſures, that will 


have no'End nor Conſumption, than thoſe, 
which, were they to be enjoy'd ſeveral hun- 
dred Years, could not be, fully ſatisfactory, 
and the Enjoyment thereof likewiſe muſt 
have an End? But now in our Purſuit of 


Spiritual Pleaſures, we need not wait with 
. Jong Expectation before we attain them; we 
have not an hundred and fifty, 
dred Years to live in proſpect of them: No! 
a very 
Poſſeſſion; 50, 60, or 70, are generally the 
mw we can reckon upon, and very often 


few Years will probably put us in 


ey are attain'd much ſooner. And now 
who cannot with Courage purſue theſe eter- 
nal Treaſures for ſo ſhort a Space, with 


more Concern and Eagerneſs than ever the 
Antediluvians did thoſe which are temporal? 


If the Proſpect only of enjoying the good 
Things of this World for a conſiderable 
Time &ncourag'd their Purſuit of them, 
how much more ſhould the Proſpect of en- 


Joying thoſe of the other to all Eternity, en- 
gage our Thoughts, and excite our utmoſt 


Care and Induſtry. 
As to the Nature of the 3 and how 


the Earth thereby became more barren, and 
the Air ſtill more infectious, and conſe- 


quently the Life of Man more ſhort and un- 
And 


or two hun 
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foot s Hypotheſis in his Theory of the Earth to 
have the beſt Probability of Truth, not- 
withſtanding the Attempts which have been 
uſed to overthrow it ; ; for even Mr. Keil, 
who wrote againſt it, is forc'd. to acknows 
ledge at laſt, that Mr. V. hiſion had made it 
extremely probable that a Comet did paſs by 
the Earth at the Deluge : But as I appre- 
hend the Difficulty in this Hypotheſis lies 
here, That if the Earth received ſuch a Quan- 
tity of Waters from a Comet to drown it, 
and to ſurmount the higheſt Mountains by 
fifteen Cubits, Mr. I piſton had not clearly 
diſcovered the Removal of them ; but if he 
has not, I think he has made way for ſuch 
further Improvements of his Scheme; that 
there is ſufficient room for doing it; which, 
J think, ought rather to be undertaken, than 
an Attempt to overthrow ſo ſeemingly great 
a Diſcovery. I ſhall therefore, upon the 
 Suppoſfition of the Comet's drowning the 
the Earth, according to Mr. Mhiſton, endea- 


vour to diſcover that the Waters left upon 


the Earth by the Comet might be remov d, 
and the Earth become again dry, habitable, 
and fruitful. 
Nov this Comet's Atmoſphere being in a 
chaotical Condition, all the Fluids and So- 
| lids being mix'd together, theſe Solids having 
there no Laws of Gravitation and Attraction, 
were jumbled together with the Fluids; and 
till AY receive thoſe: Laws, they make to- 
|  . . gether 
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gether but one perfect Fluid, having receivd 
no Order nor Form in this Body they belong 


to; for even thoſe Parts which had in them 


ſelves a Nature to become Solids, whenever 
God Almighty ſhould give the Fiat to em, 
might before that time have the true Nature 


of Fluidity in them ; and yet whenever theſe 


Laws ſhall be aſſign d them, out of this fluid 
Chaos there may prove to be vaſtly many 


more Particles of Solidity than thoſe of pure 
Water. Thus it was ſaid of the Creation of 


the Earth, when the Matter of the Earth 
was created, that the Spirit of God moved 


upon the face of the waters: So that in its 
chaotical Condition it is altogether call'd Wa- 


ters. So in the fame Condition we may 
imagine this Comet's Atmoſphere to be be- 
fore its involving the Earth with the Deluge, 


and therefore might drown it in the way and 


manner preſcrib'd by Mr. Yhifton, to whoſe 


Account I refer you, and ſhall content my 


ſelf with only ſhewing from the aforeſaid 
Suppoſition, which way the Waters might 
become abated, and ſo much dry Land re- 


main : For I ſhall not here repeat what has 
been already done to my hand, except in 


ſuch Caſes as cannot well be avoided. with- 


out making a Breach in the Diſcourſe. Now 
as by the former Hypotheſis it appears pro- 
bable that the Solids and Fluids of the Co- 


met's Atmoſphere in their lawleſs or chaoti- 
cal State were altogether Fluids; ſo coming 


upon 
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upon the Earth in this fluid Condition, im- 


mediately upon the Comet'sleaving this Quan- 


tity of its Atmoſphere to drown the Earth, 


it enters upon the ſame Laws peculiar to this 
| habitable Globe, and by the Laws of Gra- 


vitation and Attraction, thoſe Parts that had 


the Eſſence of Solidity in them aſſume their 
proper Offices, and in a Hurry begin to take 


their Places according to their ſpecifick Gra- 


vities; and the Fluid growing thick in the 
Hurry, many of the weightier Particles are 


ſtopp'd and catch'd in their Deſcent ; and ac- 
cordingly we find Metals and Minerals as if 
run down the Pores of the Earth in their 
Fluidity, and catch'd as they became Solids 


at uncertain Depths by other earthy Parti- 


cles lighter than themſelves, tho their En- 
Jeavour was to take their Places therein ac- 
cording to their reſpective Weights; as in a 
Mire, the Subſtance whereof is lighter than 
Stone, yet a Stone let fall into it will not 
reach the Bottom ; for the Flujdity thereof 


being thicken'd will not fo eaſily admit of 
weightier Particles than itſelf to take their 


Places therein according to their ſpecifick 


Gravities, notwithſtanding their Endeavour 


ſo to do, That there would be a vaſt Quan- 
tity of ſolid Particles, when they aſſum'd 
their proper Eſſences, far exceeding thoſe 


that remain'd fluid, is not difficult to ima- 


gine, (tho' all fluid, having no Diſtinction, 


before) when we conſider that the new Sur- 
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face of the Earth, acquir'd at the Deluge 


was never yet obſerv d to be penetrated thro" 


by the Searchers into its Bowels; and, = 
ought we know, may very nearly equal, i 


its Thickneſs, the Depth of the Waters kf 
the Deluge, above the common Surface: For 


that we have a new. Cruſt: acquir'd by the 


Deluge, appears from Trees, Fiſhes Bones, 
and the like; found 'at uncertain Depths in 
divers Places of this and other Nations, 
which in the Hurry of the ſettling of theſe 
Commotions were ſome born down belov- 
their natural Gravity, and others catch'd 


gher amongſt Particles lighter than them 


ſelves ; and thoſe Particles Which had only 


the true Eſſence of Water, make now their 
Deſcent into the loweſt Parts of the Globe, 


and form a mighty Ocean; whereas before 
there was only -a gathering together of the 
Waters into vaſt Lakes or Seas, but yet in 
fuch a manner as the whole Earth might 
have been travel'd over upon dry Land! 
Thus you ſee that as Mr. I hiſtons Hypo- 


thefis brought Waters enough to drown the 
Earth, ſo by this they ee be — 


rem ved * 


Thus the Fluids that drown'd the Earth being in 
a chaotical Condition, and the true Eſſence of Solidity 
being by ſar the greateſt Part thereof, and differently 
ſcatter'd upon the Surface of the Globe, much greater 
Quantities of Jolid Particles might remain in one Place 
than another; upon the ſettling of which it might 


eauſe a different Situation of Hills and Mountains after 
the F ped to what there had been before, and leave 


Plains 


< 


| 


Philoſophical\ Meditations. 51 
But then the Earth wants. new: Fumivth 


of Herbs, 5 * . and 12 * like, 
047 {rand 


Plains and Valles bers! there Baer 10 85 feweſt of 
Solids, and the moſt of that Fluid which only in itſelf 
had the true Eſſence of Water; Which however left a 
ſufficient Quantity of Solids to continue the Earth 
above the common Orbicularicy of the Ocean, when 
it had made its Deſcent thereto, which before for ſore 
time might remain diſperſed over the Higheſt. Mounz 
tains by the wonderful Attraction of the Comet, in 
the way and manner of the Tides eccaſion'd by -the 
Attraction of the Moon, and would require a propor- 
tionate Time to ſettle in, according to the Largenefs 
90 the Comet's Body: and its near Approach to the 

arth, which maſt be in as much portion as nia 
very eb ks for the eee. of this he 

am ef 
2 — as to the Hul ak Mountains being "Ge 
to take; different Situatiohs to thoſe before the Flood it 
may appear no Paradox, if we conſider how this chat 
otical Subſtance that drown'd the. Earth is differently 
diſperſed upon the Surface of it, ſo as to afford it ald 
rent Minerals in diffetent el diſtant from one 
another, and to be diſpoſed of according to the Wiſdam 
of God, in their Directions to plage!- themſelves: a 
the Laws aforeſaid,; which-ſhew, that the Fluid — 
Solids that made that entire Fluid 10 drown the Earth, 
had not in their chastical State an equal Diſtribution 
of Parts common g jts real Contents, but they were 
diſperſed in this chagtical Condition in ſo confuſed a 
manner, that Hills and Mountains, Metals and Mine- 
rals might diſperſe themſelves in different Situations, 
as we find they have; which muſf plainly -ſhew, that 
as chaotidal a Subſtance. drown'd the Earth, as that was 
from, which at firſt it was form'd. So then from this 
Hypotheſis, in the Earth's firſt Formation Hills and 
Mountains might receive their Original in and from 
the Cauſes here propos'd, without being ſixed upon ſuch 
a Fluid as Mr. V hiſton imagin'd them to have had 
their Original from. D 2 
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litations. 

and yet we read of no new Creation; whence 
is it ſupplied? My Anſwer is, That it ſeems 
highly probable that the Seeds of Herbs, 
Fruits of Trees, with the ſeveral Kinds of 
Grain, and the like, would be ſcatter d and 
diſpets'd upon'the Waters; upon the ſettling 

of which ſufficient Quantities would remain 
upon the Surface of the dry Land, and pro- 
duce their Species. i 
And now the new Surface of the Earth 
being freſh, fat, and fertile, it muſt produce 
Fruits almoſt equal to thoſe of the Antedilu- 
vian World, and by Virtue whereof the 
Lives of the firſt Patriarchs, ſucceeding the 
Deluge, were almoſt equivalent to thoſe of 
the old World; but the Commotions and 
ſulphureous Effluvia's which were occafion'd 
the Deluge, by Degrees gather Strength, 
and form themſelves into deſtructive Parti- 
cles, cauſing Tempeſts, Hurricanes, Thun- 
der and Lightning, and the like, hitherto 
unknown, which by Degrees diſperſe them- 
ſelves thro the Atmoſphere of the Air, which 
hereby becomes more and more noxious and 
unwholſome to breathe in, and works De- 
cays of the Earth's F ertility ; ; and according- 
ly ſhortens the Lives of their future, Proge- 
ny, by ſuch Degrees, and in ſuch a Manner, 
as God judged neceſſary; even as the new 
World became in a Condition to be re- peo- 
led, without a Continuation of the former 
ongevity. | | 
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PhiloſophiSal Meditations. 33 
Thus I have given an Account of the De- 
luge, and obſerv d God's Deſign in ſnortning 
Man's Days upon Earth, vi. to wean his 

Affections from it. Thoſe therefore who 
will ſtill ſet their Affections on the World, 
do thwart God's Deſign, and hazard the Loſs 
of their Souls, for vain, ſhort, and unſatis- 
factory Enjoyments: But becauſe the Minds 

of, ſome Men are induc'd by temporal Mo- 
tives, and the Promiſes of preſent worldly. 
Bleſſings, more than the — of future 
Rewards; therefore, in Condeſcenſion to hu- 
man Infirmities, God Almighty was pleaſed 
to make large Offers of temporal Bleſſings 
to his People the Jets; fo that to their O- 
bedience all temporal Bleſſings were promi- 
ſed, as Puniſhments were alſo threatned to 
their Diſobedience. But tho' this Covenant 
did more peculiarly relate to the Few:/þ Na- 
tion, yet many private Perſons have, and to 
this Day do perſuade themſelves, that their 
tempo Felicities diſtinguiſh: them as the 
Favou. of Heaven, and are Tokens of 
God's ſpecial Regard and particular Favour 
to them more than others who want them, 
and hence are ſo lifted up as even to deſpiſe 

_ thoſe in low and mean Circumſtances, as if 
they were caſt off and rejected by their Ma- 
| ker: But Proſperity is not always a certain 
Mark of God's Favour, ſome now enjoying 
it, who, their Practice conſider d, do not 
deſerve it; whilſt others ſuffer Adverſity, 
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pleaſure. 
to the Righteous and the Wicked. Indeed, 


who, their good. Converſation conſider'd, 


might hope to be exempted. from it: S0 chat 
in ſhort from Proſperity and Adverſity in 
this World, we cannot infer an unerring 
Concluſion of our Favour or Disfavour with 
God. And even amongſt the Fews, under 
the Diſpenſation aforeſaid, we find thing: 
otherwiſe underſtood by the moſt religious 
virtuous amongſt them, and that the 
teous oftentimes extremely ſuffer d; that 
they have had * ryials of mocking and Secours 
gings, yea moreover of bonds and impriſon- 
ments ; that they were ſtoned, aun gſunder, 
were tempted, were lain with the ſword ; that 


they wander d about in ſheep-ſkrns and goats- 


fins, being deſtitute, affiitted, tormented (7 * 


hom the world was not worthy): the Wan 
w7 in deſarts and nountalus, a Ry Fibers in dens 
' caves of the earth. And yet notwith- 


Kassin this they were {till in God's pecu- 


liar Favour, who had reſerv'd for them bet- 
ter things than this World could afford. So 
that the Riches and Honours of this World 
of themſelves, as I faid, are no certain Marks 
of God's Favour, nor Poverty and Diſgrace 
of themſelves no certain Tokens of his Diſ- 
Theſe things happen in common 


as to Communities, or Commonwealths and 
Kingdoms, it generally happens ot 
and they are commonly proſperous and flou- 


| * 'Hebr. xi. 26, 37. 38. 5 5 


rl eee 8.5 
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riſhing; or the contrary, according to their 
Adherence to Virtue and Religion, or] to 
Vice and Irreligion. But whateyer the Pro- 


ſperity or Adverſity of private Perſons may 


be, they may, if they will, make a proper 
Uſe and Improvement of them with reſpect 
to the World to come: If a proſperous State 
be managed with Religion and Prudence; if 
Ambition is reſtrain'd, and the World not 
made an Idol; if our Affections are not too 
much fixed upon our proſperous Circumſtan- 


ces, to the Neglect of the things of Eterni- 


if we uſe our Riches as only lent us to 
do o good with, by. feeding the hungry, cloath- 


ing the naked, &c. we ſhall thereby lay up 
for; our ſelves 2 Treaſure which wilt never 
fade; and thus our preſent temporal Bleſ- 


ſings ſhall alſo turn to eternal ones. Rut 
again; if we be in a State of Adverſity, if 
God has not beftow'd on us thoſe temporal 
Advantages which others enjoy, or by the 


common Accidents of all human Affairs, has 


taken away what we formerly were poſfeſs gd 
of; let us not however be Fe eng de- 
jected, but firmly believe that if we uſe our 

honeſt Endeavours, practiſe Religion and 
Virtue, and preſerve a good Conſcience, God 


will aſſiſt and relieve us, raiſe us up Friends, 


and find out fuch Methods as we cannot 
foreſee or expect. And of the Truth of all 


this both Scripture and Experience furniſh 


us wWäth many pregnant Inſtances: For tho 
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ble Ignorance, and the Prejudices of Educa- 


tion, which for want of Means and Oppor- 


tunities could not be rectified : But ſtill ſo 


far as their Light reaches, and the Will is 
concern'd, they muſt be acconntable. What 
will be requir'd therefore of the Heathen 
World, that have not had the Happineſs of 
God's Will being reveal'd to them, is, that 


they ſhould a& according to the Law of 


Reaſon and the Dictates of natural Con- 
ſcience; and as their Acts of Free-will have 
been accordi ing to this Rule, or otherwiſe, 


they will be either condemn'd or acquitted 
-at the Day of Judgment. 


Thus God will approve himſelf a righteous 


Judge, and will at laſt make it appear to 
Men and Angels, that all Kingdoms, Na- 
tions, and Languages ſhall be judg'd accord- 
ing to Juſtice and Equity, and agreeably to 
hos own Choices of Virtue or Vice. 'Then 


it will be clear, that the Ruin of the Wicked 


is of and from themſelves; and that God 
had not doom'd his Creatures to a wretched 


State before their Creation, (as ſome very un- 


juſtly endeavour to repreſent) but that he 
_created them with the ſame Powers to have 
made Religion and Virtue, and conſequent- 
1y Happineſs, their Choice, and that their 


Wills had the ſame Freedom, as thoſe had 


who did really chuſe them. 
I am not inſenſible that ſome have alledg d 


the e of * holy Scripture againſt 


the 


e 
. 
8 


58 Of Election aud Reprobation. 
the Doctrine I have aſſerted, and ſeveral 


Texts have been urged by ſome rigid People | 
in Oppoſition to it. I ſhall apply my ff 


to ſhew that thoſe Texts of Scripture. (which 
ſome through want of a right Vadertunding 


of em have wreſted) do not aſſert what they 


alledge, v/z. a perſonal Election and Re- 
probation from God's eternal Decrees; and 


particularly that the Ninth Chapter of 
St. Pauls Epiſtle to the Romans does by no 
means prove it. 

Nou as ſuch an Interpeotaticn of a perſo- 
nal Election and Reprobation does reflect on 


the infinite Juſtice and Goodneſs of God, is 
vaſtly prejudicial to Religion and Virtue, is 


contrary to the main Deſign of them, and 


very repugnant to other Places of Scripture "= 


I ſhall therefore endeavour to make it ap 
from this very Chapter, that the Apoſtle is 


herein maintaining a contrary Doctrine to 


what theſe rigid Men maintain. 


In order to the right underſtanding — | 


this Chapter, tis neceſſary, in the firſt Place, 


to conſider what was the Apoſtle's main 


Scope, Tendency, and Deſign in it. Now 


in the beginning of it, we find him in a 
ſtrong and violent Concern for his Brethren 


according to the Fleſh, for whoſe Sake he 
cou'd have been content to have ſuffer'd the 
moſt ſevere Puniſhments in the World, in 
order to bring them over to Chriſt ; for as 
dear as Lite v was to him, if he might hereby 

obtain 
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V Election and Reprobutiau. 59 
obtain this End, viz. their Salvation, he 
coud have been content to have laid down 
his Life for them, which is the higheſt In- 
ſtance of Chriſtian Charity: For greater 
love than this hath no man, that. one tay down 
his life for his friend : So that he hereby 
expreſſes his extremely paſſionate Concern 
for his Brethren, Kinſmen, and Relations 
according. to the Fleſh,” and endeavours to 
perſuade them that the Arguments he was 
going to make uſe of, proceeded from his 
great Affection and Concern for their ſpiri- 
tual Welfare, and therefore ought not to be 
_ 1lighted'and diſregarded as Things of little 
moment. His main Deſign therefore being 
to convince them that, notwithſtanding their 
Advantages of Birth and Deſcent which they 
gloried in, it would be of no Service to them, 
fo long as they rejected the glorious Diſpen- 
ſation of the Goſpel : And fince they infiſt- 
ed that God's Mercies did ſolely belong to 
them, from his Promiſes to their: Forefa- 
thers; therefore this Chapter is almoſt whol- 
ly ſpent to convince them to the cantrary, 
that tho they were Abraham's Seed, &c. 
which he allows at large, ver. 4, 5. but de- 
nies, ver: G. that that can give them a Title 
to the Promiſes made to Abrabam; Fur they 
are not all Iſrael; which are of Jfrael on 550 
Ver. 7. Neither becauſe they are *the Seed 
of Abraham, are they all children,” but in 


Jaac Jour thy ſeed be called. 1 
2 2 Abraham 


60 Of Election and Reprobation. 
Abraham had ſeveral other Children be- 
fides Jſaac, yet to 1/aac was the Promiſe 
made, that according to the Fleſh Chriſt | 
ſhould come; In whom all the nations of the 
earth ſhould be bl ed. Therefore thoſe that be- 
lieve in Chriſt, and only thoſe, are Abraham's 
feed and heirs according to Promiſe : OS - 
Ver. 8. They which are the children of the = 
, theſe are he the children of God, but the 

25 laren of the promiſe are counted for the 

ed. 
| 2 Ver. 9. For this ts the word of promiſe, At 
this time will I come, and Sarah ſhall have a 

en: To whoſe Line Chriſt was 23 
Ver. 10. And when Rebecca alſo had con- 
cei ved, of two, by Jaac; * 

Ver. 11. For rg children not being yet 
born, neither having done any good or evil, 
that the purpoſe of God according to election 
might Few, not of works, but of him that 
calleth; 

Ver. 12. I was ſaid unto ber, The elder 
ſpall ſerve the younger. 

Ver. 13. As it is written, Jacob have 1 
loved, and Eſau have I hated. 

In theſe Verſes is ſhewn God's Choice of 
Facob the Son of TJaac, that from his Loins 
ſhould proceed the promiſed Meſſias, but 
not from Ejau's. This is therefore God's 
Election of Jacob before he was born, to 
give him the Preference, which is to be un- 
derſtood only as a temporal Advantage, and 

which 


\ : 
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which indeed he enjoy d accordingly ; for he 
got both the Birthright and Bleſſing. This 
Election therefore, or Choice, which God 
made of Jacob rather than of Eſau, only re- 

ſpected his temporal Proſperity, and the Pro- 
miſe of Chriſt from his Family; but not a 
total Rejection of Eu with reſpect to a fu- 


ture State: So that when God is ſaid to love 


Jacob, and hate Eſau, tis only a compara- 
tive Way of ſpeaking; and the Word hate 
can only ſignify leſs Love ſhew'd to Eſau in 
_ reſpect. of temporal Privileges : Thus was 
Jacob ſaid to love Rachel and hate Leah; 

which could certainly fignify no more than 
leſs Love for her; and becauſe he had an 
extraordinary. Love to Rachel, his ſmall Love 
to Leah was comparatively counted Hatred. 
As to ſpiritual Advantages, and the Happi- 
neſs of a future State, I make no doubt Eſau 
had an equal Right with Jacob; and as for 


the Expreſſion, that Eſau found no place of 
repentance, tho he ſought it | carefully with 


tears, it is plain, that it reſpects only the 
Irrecoverableneſs of his Birthright, which 
had entitled Facob and his Poſterity to the 
fruitful Land of Canaan; whereas the Do- 
minions of Eſau and his Poſterity were the 
barren Mountains of Mount Seir. 


Ver. 14. What ſhall we ſay then, 2 then 


eder with' God ? God: forbid. 
That is, God may juſtly beſtow his tem- 


. Bleſlings on — he pleaſes; for he 
certainly 


(+ 2008 
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certainly beſt knows wwhen+to beſtow them, 
and upon whom, and what LUſe will be made 

of them; and fince our ſpiritual Welfare is 
the chief End of our Beings, and what God 
chietly aims at, we cage: not to conceive 
God acts unjuſtly. . 

Ver. 15: For be ſaith;to Moſes, 2 will hove 
Mercy on whom I will haue mercy, and I will 
have compay/ion'on whom I will haue compaſſion. 

At this time Mofes had been pleading the 

Jeus Prerogative and ſpecial Title to his Fa- 
vour, when God through their Rebellions 
had threatned their Deſtruction, ſaying, Let 
me alone, that I may deſtroy them in 2 mo- 
ment. Now Mgſes hereupon argues, that he 
could not deſtroy them but be guilty of the 
Breach of his — to Abraham, Jſaac, 
and Jacob; and therefore, notwithſtanding 
their Rebellions, he was bound to be merci- 
ful to them in the maſt peculiar manner. 
The Fews alſo in Diſpute with the Apoſtle 
ſeem to make theſe Reaſonings their Defence 
againſt complying with any other Diſpenſa- 
tion thau the Mojaic ; ; and that on account 
of the Privileges of their- Parentage, God 
eould not julfly remove his Mercies from 


them, to beſtow them upon any other Na- 
tion or People: Wherefore the Caſe being 
alike in the Reaſoning of Moſes with God, 
and the eus with the Apoſtle, the Apoſtle 
quotes God's Anſwer as ſufficient to remove 
their „ ee upon their Deſcent and 
. Parentage; "7 
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Parentige; I will bave mercy on ubom T dll 
have "mercy, and I will have compaſſion on 
whom: Þ will have compaſſion ; that is, My 
Mercies are not ſo confin'd to them, if they 
be rebellious, as to preſerve them from my 
Juſtice: 1 have Mercy in Store for other 
Nations as well as they, even for all that fear 
me; and can juſtly puniſh the Rebellions of 
thoſe with whom my Covenant is eftabliſh'd, 
and ſhew Mercy to thoſe that fear me, of 
what Generation or Nation ſoever: As the 
Bleſſed Virgin very well explains it, Hrs 
mercies are on them that rw DIM throughout L 
all enerations. 5 

Ter, 76. Sorben it is not of FF that wit 
beth, or of him that rout, but 9f4 God that 

veth mercey. 

In the Explication as this Text, 1 ſhall | 
KN whe of the Words of a learned Divine 
of my Acquaintance, viz. | 
Here is a plain Reference to the Caſe 
« of Abraham; Iſaac, and Eſau. erabani 
* willed that the Bleſſings to be derived to 
% Mankind by Chriſt, who was to deſcend 
« from his Loins, ſhould come by Vinael; 
« and aac willed and intended the Bleſſing 
* for Eſau; and Eau ran to get the Veni- 
<« ſon, and to obtain the Bleſſing: But ſince 
ce temporal Bleſſings are the Donation of 
«©. God, who beſtows them as he pleaſes, 
and this in particular was purely an Act 
Ws "of I's Favour, who ne Jacob 

L is to 


1 
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te to be the Perſon who ſhould receive it " 
« therefore, in Alluſion hereto, the Apoſtle 1 \ 
fays this Bleſſing is not of or from him 
* that wlleth, as Abraham or Jaac, who 
«. willed as above ; nor of or from him that 
% runneth, as Eſau did; but of or from God 
« that ſheweth Mercy, or beſtows his tem- 
« poral Bleſſings as he thinks fit. 
Ver. 17. For the ſcripture ſaith unto Pha- 
rach, Even for this ſame purpoſe have Ira 1 
thee up, that I might ſhew my power in t. 
and that my name migbi be declared through- 
out all the earth. 
Ver. 18. Therefore bath he mercy on whom. 
he will Pave mercy, and whom be wi 1. * 
bardeneth.. 
This Inſtance of God's Dealing with Pha- 
rach the Apoſtle brings in as an Example of 
God's Juſtice and Judgments upon a conti- 
nued Rebellion and Diſobedience, whereby 
Men may bring themſelves into ſuch a 
harden'd State, through their own Fault, 
that all the Means whether of Mercies or 
Judgments are thrown away upon them: 
And ſuch a State he look'd upon many of 
his Brethren the Jeus to be, at leaſt, in 
Danger of, if not altogether irreclaimable ; 
as was alſo the Caſe of Jeruſalem, when our 
Saviour beheld it and wept over it, faying, 
If thou hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt. in 
this thy day, the things that belong unto thy 


| Peu; 3 but now * are hid from thine 255 
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By which it-appears, that by a long Courſe 
of Diſobedience and Rebellion a Man may 
ſin paſt his Day of Grace, and be fo far 
harden'd that neither Mercies nor Judgments 
will reclaim him, ſo that he may provoke 
God to withdraw from him the Strivings of 
his Spirit; for his Spirit ſhall not always 
rive with man: Wherefore St. Paul gives 


ſuch of the Jeus a Caution (whom he hop'd 


were yet reclaimable) in this Inſtance of 
Pharaoh, who being harden'd thro* a Courſe 
of continued Wickedneſs, and become irre- 
claimable, God chuſes him as a fit Inſtru- 
ment, not only to ſhew him his Power, 


whoſe Authority he had fo long deſpis d, but 


alſo to make him an Example to all the 
Earth ; which Example the Apoſtle willeth 
the Fows to remember, leſt God ſhould al- 
ſo, by their continued Rebellions and Reſiſt- 


ances of the Methods of their Salvation, 


make them alſo the like terrible Examples of 


his Juſtice and Judgments. 


Not that God intentionally harden'd Pha- 


rach, even in the Judgments that he ſent 
upon Egypt, and by the Removal of them ; 
but foreſeeing what Effects theſe Judgments 


and Mercies would have upon him, God 
therefore foretels Mqſes the Events of them, i 
when he fays to Mees, I will barden Pha- 
raoh's heart, or permit it to be ſo harden'd, 


that he ſhall not let Iſrael go: So that it is as 


if he had faid, I know that the Means I 
E ſhall 
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ſhall uſe with Pharaoh, through his own 


Abuſe, will harden his Heart ſo that he will 


not let ael go. Wherefore, as there are 
ſome ſuch Objects of his Juſtice and Diſ- 
pleaſure, that have by a long Courſe of Diſ- 
obedience and Rebellion excluded themſelves 
from Mercy, does it follow that he ſhall 


have Mercy upon none? And becauſe the 


Fews may be caſt off upon the aforeſaid Ac- 
count, ſhall not the Gentiles receive Mercy 


that accept. of its Offers? Yes, certainly, if 


the Fews refuſe the Offers of his Mercy in 
Chriſt, and the Gentiles accept them, he 
will have Mercy on the one, and muſt ne- 
ceſſarily leave the other to a harden'd cor- 
rupt Will. Thus has he mercy on whom. he 


will have mercy, and whom" be will he bar 


deneth. bp IE 

Ver. 19. T, hou wilt * then unto me, Why 
doth he yet find fault ? for who hath refifted 
his will“ ; or, as ſome tranſlate 1 it, Who hath 
diſecbey d his law? . 

Now the Nature of this Objection, which 
the Apoſtle foreſees would be readily made 
againſt him, may be this; If God has ſet 


up a new Diſpenſation, which neither we 


nor our Fathers were acquainted with, unto 
which alone he has promiſed to ſhew Mer- 

cy, what becomes of the Privileges and Ad- 
vantages of the Covenant made with our 


Fathers, which we were born Heirs to, and 


therefore rely upon? And if God reject us 


| for 
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for this, becauſe we will not accept of new 
Terms, which our Fathers knew not, how 
can he find fault with us, who keep cloſe to 
the Law and the Covenants formerly deli- 
ver'd to them? with reſpect to which how 
or wherein have we dilohey'd his Law, or 
reſiſted his Will? | 
In Anſwer to this Objection, the Apoſtle 
in the next Verſe endeavours to ſilence all 
ſuch Cavils, by ſhewing, that God, who 
formed us, has the ſole Power of governing 
us, and giving us ſuch Laws as are only con- 
ſiſtent with his own Wiſdom, and — to 
our Happineſs if we be governed by them, 
and to our Deſtruction f We reſiſt and diſo- 
bey them, 
| Ver. 20. Nay, but, 0 Man, 40 art thau 
that replief againſt God? Shall the thing 
formed ſay to him that formed it, N, 2 haſt 
thou made me thus? 
Ver. 21. Hath not the potter power over 
the clay, of the ſame lump to make one veſſel 
to honour, and another to diſhonour ? 
Thus by a familiar Example of the Pot- 
ter's — over and Proceedings with his 
Clay, the Apoſtle maintains God's Right of 
proceeding with his Creatures: In which he 

alludes to the Prophet Feremiab's being ſent 
down to the Potter's Houſe, where the Pro- 
phet obſerves a Work upon the Wheel; and 
the by that he made of clay was marred 4 
E 2 the 
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the hand of the potter ; 2 he made it again 


another veſſel, as ſeemed good to the potter to 
make it. Then the word of the Lord came tv 


the prophet, ſaying, O houſe of Ijrael, cannot I 


& with you as this potter? ſaith the Lord : 
behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, fo 


are ye in my hand, O _ of Hfrael. 


Thus it 1s certain, as the Potter has Power 


of the ſame Lump of Clay, to make one 


Veſſel to Honour and another to Diſhonour; 
that for his own Benefit he will endeavour 
to make it all into Veſſels of Honour, being 


moſt for his Advantage; and therefogg. will 
not deſignedly make any of it into Veſſels to 


Diſhonour : But if in the forming of it, it 


ſhould break on the Wheel, and thereby 


fruſtrate his Purpoſe, that he cannot make 


it ſuch a Veſſel as he defign'd, he muſt then 
turn it into ſuch a Veſſel as it will make: 


And thus if ye Jews, by wilful Diſobedi- 
ence, fruſtrate God's Deſign in making you 


Veſſels to Honour, ſo that hereupon he un- 
willingly, as the Potter, turns you into Veſ- 
ſels to Diſhonour, How can you then aſk, 


Why God has mad: you thus? The Anſwer is 
plain, Becauſe * would be no better Veſ- 


ſels. 


dient, whether Jews or Gentiles; 5 As in 


* 


The remaining Part of this Chapter is con- 
e in the ſame Vindication of God's Pro- 
-ceedings with the Rebellious and the Obe- 


a @. 
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Ver. 22. What if God willing to ſhew 
his wrath, and to make his power known, en- 
dureth with much long-ſuffering the vel of 
wrath fitted for deſtruction? 

Ver. 23. And that he might make known. 
the riches of his glory on the veſſels of mercy, 
which he had afore prepared unto glory? 
Ver. 24. Even us, whom he hath called, 
not of the Fews only, but alſo of the Gentiles. 

Here is an Alluſion to the 17th Verſe, 
concerning God's raifing up Pharaoh as an 

Object of his Wrath and Diſpleaſure, thro' 


his wilful Diſobedience ; on whom, there- 


fore, he had determined to make his Power 
| known; and therefore, after he was fitted 
for Deſtruction, God ſuffers him ſtill to re- 
main in full Power and kingly Authority, 
till a fit Opportunity to exert his Wrath up- 
on him, thereby to make him a terrible Ex- 
ample to all the Earth. And hereby ought 
the Jeus to take Warning, that they con- 
tinued not in their Oppoſition of the glori- 
ous Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, leſt God 
ſhould hereby, tho' he ſtill forbears them, 
make them the like dreadful Examples of 
his Juſtice and Judgments. And as his 
Wrath is ſhewn on the Diſobedient, fo is 
his Mercy ſhewn on the Obedient, on whom 
he makes known the Riches of his Glory ; 
as on the 1/raelites, Deliverance from Egyp- 
tian Bondage; who, notwithſtanding, were, 
many of them, for their future Revolts, , made 
8 


F 


IC 0 "I R 1 * 1 5 
* — 7 x ae 1 
4 * i EY *. un; E d: 1424 — OS. 1 nn 3 b — N 2 l — N , . 
age wht IEF as, N n 3 88 '2 Sa TIE INE 5,004: ae tres r WE 5 «2D #0 , 1 : 
wy — 3 * I 1 bo ; — — n n 1 ee da - T2 ">" >. FA 2 n - . - — l 
. — 2 2 5 INF: . * 2 8 A y 6 * * e * 28>, 7 Wes He r oe gt ay * 5 4 2 3 
Wen 1 WY Pg IV: — 3 8 n Alden — n N Ew 1 r Pe: : 8 > ATED . Teas ar e : 
* eee 3 * Pe n WEN 8 8 bi £ / wi 8 — gp _ . 2 * 4 " 5 Now = 

r <> .& 4 2 —” 4 2 q 2 I I 88 BE, 5 5 — — — N 


IS C 
— — — * * 
vb Ver cs 


"bv. 5 


2 
bY! 


2 = 
w 7 
1 

5 AS 


70 Of Elecbion and Reprobation. 


the Monuments of his Wrath and Ven- 
geance ; ſo that, as it follows in the laſt cited 
Verſe, his Mercies are ſhewn on the Obedi- 

ent, whether Jews or Gentiles : Even us, 


whom he hath called, not of the fews only, but 


 alÞs of the Gentiles. 


Ver. 25. As be ſaith alſo in Oſce, I will 


call them my people which were not w4 people, 


and her beloved which was not belove 


Ver. 26. And it ſhall come to paſs, that in 
the place where it was ſaid unto them, Ye are 
not my people, there ſhall they be called the 
children of the living God. 

In theſe and the following Verks, the” 


Apoſtle quotes the Prophet's Prediction of 


the Calling of the Gentiles, or of their Ac- 
ceptation of the Goſpel, and many of the 
'Fews rejecting it: For, 5 

Ver. 27. Eſaias allo cryeth pry 1/- 


rael; Tho the number of the children of Iſrael 


be as the ſand of the fea, a remmant ſhall | he 


ſaved. 
Now what bbc of the Doctrine of 


Election and Reprobation, in the Senſe of 
ſome Men ? The Jews, who were the only 
People with whom God had eſtabliſh'd his 


| Covenants (and might therefore. be expected 
to be the only People of God), and if any 


had been particularly elected to future Re- 
wards, it muſt have been them; who might, 
if any, have expected an irreſiſtible Power 
to force their Obedicnce, in order to render 


them 
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them acceptable to himſelf ; yet you ſee that 
their Obedience or Diſobedience was their 
own Choice, ' elſe they had never deviated fa 
far from God's Will, as out of fuch vaſt 
Numbers, only a Remnant would comply 
with the Means of God's Mercies in Chriſt. 
Upon this Account, . therefore, God had de- 
termined to bring a ſwift Deen ion upon 
ſuch as, by a wilful Refuſal Diſobedi- 
ence of bis offer d Mercies, ſhould make 
themſelves the Veſſels of his Wrath. 155 
Ver. 28. For he will finiſh the work, and 
cut it ſhort in righteouſneſs, becauſe a ' ſhort 
work will the Lord make upon the earth. | 

A Prediction of the ſucceeding Deſtru- 
ction of Feruſalem, which he before warn'd 
them of by the Example of Pharaoh, that 
he might, if poſſible, hereby reclaim ſome, 

and leave the reſt without Excuſe. 5 
Ver. 29. And as Hſaias ſaid before, A 
cept the Lord of the ſabbaoth ha heft us .Q 
ſeed, we had been as Sodoma, and been „ 
lige unto Gomorrha. 
Thus had it not been for a few Richnoogs 
the Wickedneſs of the Children of 1/rael 
had equal'd that of the Sodomites, and drawn 

down upon themſelves the like Puniſh- 

ments. | 
Ver. 30. What Kall we ſay then? that the : 
Genti les, which Job Ned not after righteouf- 
neſs; have attaina to ri Ys. cl even the 
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Ver. 31. But Iſrael, which followed after 
the law of ri ghteouſneſs, hath not attained to 
the law of righteouſneſs. 

Here is ſhewn why the Gentiles were 
accepted, namely, becauſe they receiv'd the 
ofter'd Mercies of Chriſt, in believing him 
to be the true Meſſias and Saviour of the 
World, and ſubmitting to his righteous Laws 
and Precepts, which is {tid the Righteouſ- 
neſs which is of Faith: But the Fews, which 
truſted to the Works of the Law, and 


fought not this Righteouſneſs which is by 
Faith, came ſhort of the true Righteouſneſs. 


whereby Salvation 1s attainable, there being 
no other name under heaven whereby We can 


| be e ſaved, but that of Chriſt ; and they, ha- 
ving had the Opportunities of hearing his 


Poctrines and ſeeing his Miracles, muſt be 
certified of the Divinity of his Miſſion ; but 


| becauſe he ſuited not their carnal Intereſts 


they preferred the World and its Intereſts | 
before his Croſs and future Rewards. 
Ver. 32. Wherefore? — they ſought 
it not by faith, but as it were by the works 0 
the lam; fer they FO at that frumbli 18 
fone. 
Vet. 33. A. it is written, Bebold I lay in 
Sion a ſtumbling-ſtone and rock of offence ; 
and whoſoever belt eveth in Dim ” agen not be 
aſhamed. 
Now becauſe of the mean W our Sa- 


viour made in the World, the Fews took 


* | 


Of Election and Reprobation. ' 73 
Offence at him, and he became to them a 
Stumbling-ſtone ; for they imagin'd, as they. 
would have had it, that he ſhould have come 
amongſt them as a potent and powerful Mo- 
narch, to have freed them from the Roman 
Yoke, and to have ſubdued all Nations unto 
them: For what the Prophets had foretold 
concerning his ſpiritual Kingdom, they 
(through their Carnality) miſinterpreted as 
relating to a temporal one; and would not 
therefore look upon the Predictions of his 
temporal Meanneſs and Sufferings to belong 
to him. Thus becauſe he did not gratify 
their Deſires in theſe Expectations, therefore 
he became to them a /tumbling-/fone and rock 
of offence ; yet notwithſtanding, whoſoever 
_ believeth in him ſhall not be e whether 
Jew or Gentile. 


And now 1 hope it. will appear to all im- 
partial Readers, that there is no ſuch thing 
as an abſolute perſonal Election or Repro- 
| bation, or God's determining our Happineſs 
or Miſery in a future State without reſpect to 
our own Actions, which are in our own 
Choice, and not forc'd nor neceſſitated; for 
* they were, as ſome repreſent, then were 
they neither puniſhable nor rewardable. 
| Now as this Interpretation is agreeable to 
the infinite Mercy and Goodneſs of God, 
and does not claſh with the reſt of the Scri- 


ptures ; fo the Maintainers of the contrary 
Notions 5 
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Notions have involv'd themſelves in ſtrange 

Inconveniencies and Perplexities ; and being 
unable to extricate themſelves, have been 
forced to reſolve all at laſt into the Decrees 
of God, thus making his Decrees a Sanction 
to every Action whether right or wrong ; to 


| ſupport which Notion they force in the 20th 
Verſe of this Chapter: Nay, but, O Man, 


who art thou that replieſt againſt God? Shall 


the thing formed jay to him that formed it, 
Why haſt thou made me thus? But the true 
Intent and Meaning of theſe Words having 
been before explain'd, I need not here re- 
peat it. I would only here obſerve, that in 
the Interpretation of ſuch Places of the Scri- 
ptures as are dark and difficult to be under- 
ſtood, they ſhould be careful not to contra- 
dict thoſe that are plain and obvious ; for if 
thoſe that are plain and caſy ſuffer by any 
Interpretations of thoſe that are dark and ob- 
ſcure, then we may aſſure our ſelves that ſuch 
| Interpretations are falſe and not to be admit- 
ted. The Warning which St. Peter gives 
may very well deſerve their Attention.: For 
ſpeaking particularly of his beloved Brother 
Paul's Epiſtles, he fays, there are ſome things 
hard to be underſtood, which they that are un- 
learned and unſtable wreſt, as they do alſs the 
other ſcriptures, to their own deſtruction. 

Let us not therefore preſume to charge 
God with ſuch Decrees, as are no otherwiſe 
vindicable than only becauſe it is he that de- 
crees 
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crees them, as they themſelves allow; De- 
crees that interfere with and contradict his 
Attributes, and particularly his Juſtice : But 
far be it from God to do any thing that ſhall 


have the leaſt Appearance of Injuſtice : But 


if the Doctrine of God's fore-ordaining of 


all things to come to paſs were to be admit- 
ted, I cannot ſee which way the Maintain- 


ers hereof can do lefs than make him the 


Author of all the Vice in the World, as well 
as Virtue: And how unaccountable a Being 
muſt ſich a one be, that firſt occaſions Evil, 


and then puniſhes it ? Let us not therefore 
conceive ſo unworthily of the Almighty, 
whoſe Ways are all holy, juſt, and good; 
and doubtleſs will appear ſo, at laſt, to all 
the World : Whereas the contrary Notions 
are, as I have ſaid, highly derogatory to his 


Divine Attributes, eſpecially his Goodneſs 
and Juſtice, and indeed, in the Senſe of 
ſome Men, blaſphemous. Let us not ſuffer 


5 3 3 
them to enter into our Thoughts; let us re- 


jet them with that Abhorrence and Deteſta- 


t 


tion they deſerve. - 
I have the longer inſiſted upon this, be- 


cauſe true Virtue and Religion have ſuffer'd 


ſo much from the Propagation of this falſe 
Doctrine, of God's abſolute Election and 
Reprobation, without any Regard to Men's 
Faith or Practice: For hence ſome have 
imagin'd themſelves the only Elect, both a- 
mongſt the Jews of old, and our modern 


WE 
METS, 
LEON 
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Sectaries : Hence being puff d up with ſpiri- 
tual Pride, and looking upon others as re- 
| jected by God, they have therefore thought 
it no Crime to deſpiſe them, believing that 
the Objects of his Scorn ought to be theirs 
alſo; that herein they ſhould beſt pleaſe him 
by imitating his Example. Hence have pro- 
ceeded the barbarous and cruel Methods of 


| Perſecution exercis'd upon the Bodies of 


thoſe they have thus concluded to be the . 


Objects of God's Wrath, perſuading them 
ſelves that hereby they have done God good 
Service; for having firſt, by theſe Notions, 
brought themſelves to believe that God had 
made the Souls of ſome on purpoſe to damn 
them, ſo to pleaſe him they would condemn 
and execute their Bodies. Now others again 
dreading the Conſequences of theſe Doctrines, 
and being unable to form right Conceptions 
of God, and fearing too leſt they ſhould be 
of the Number he had predeſtinated to 
Damnation, have hence fallen into a deep 
Melancholy and Deſpair, and lived in a mi- 
ſerable Condition, even in this Life, having 
(as they apprehended) no Encouragement to 
act in a religious way, fearing it would be to 
no purpoſe, the abſolute Decrees of God 
concerning their future State, being, as ſome 

Have taught, fixed and unalterable; without 

any Regard to their Actions. And hence it 
is that too many have not only attempted, 

won _— laid violent Hands upon them 

| ſelves, 
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ſelves, in order to get rid of the preſent Ter- 
rors and dreadful Apprehenſions they have 
felt within, and with which this rigid Do- 
ctrine had poſſeſs d them. 
But now the clear Apprehenſions of God's 
Mercy and Juſtice in his Dealings with his 
Creatures, are ſufficient to prevent all theſe 
pernicious Conſequences, and to encourage 
us to make our Addrefles to him thro' Chriſt, 
in all Caſes of our Wants and Exigencies. 
Let us then guard againſt ſuch unworthy 
Notions of God ; let us firmly believe that 
He is not willing that any ſhould periſh, but 
that all ſhould be brought to repentance. The 
very ' Deſign of Chriſt's coming into the 
World, was to effect our Salvation; the End 
and Aim of all his Labours, and of his Apo- 
ſtles, was for this Purpoſe: His Religion is 
ſo wiſely calculated and adapted to promote 
the Happineſs of Men, which it mainly 
drives at, and to prevent their Miſery, that 
I would now perſuade myſelf, I ſhall need 
only to be very brief in the — 
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5 Of the Truth of the 


EC . 


0 prove the Chriſtian Oeconomy the 
only true one. 


HAT Chriſt was no Impoſtor, 
the true Meſſias, is very evident from 
the natural Tendency and Defigns of all Im- 


poſtors, which were always to raiſe them- 


ſelves worldly Eſteem, and prefer themſelves 
to worldly Grandeur and Honours ; whereas, 
on the contrary, Chriſt never affected the 
Eſteem of the World, nor its Honours and 
Advantages ; nor did he propagate his Goſ- 
pel by any worldly Force, but in Oppoſition 
to it; and by ſuch Miracles as appeared to 
be divi „and have a divine Tendency; in- 
ſtilling no Principles into Mankind, but 


- what were naturally calculated to the pro- 


— Tr 
* 


moting true Virtue and Happineſs : And af- - - 


ter a Life of Perſecution and Tribulation, he 
ſealed *the Truth of his Doctrines by the 
Death on the Croſs, and according to his 
own Predictions, roſe again the Third Day, 
which 1s impoſſible any Impoſtor could do; 
and is a Truth fo fully clear, that Chriſt 
really did ſo, that no Matter of Fact in the 
World was ever better, if ſo well, atteſted 


For can any Man 1 imagine that theſe many 
= | Wit- 


* 
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| Witneſſes of it, to whom he had appear'd, 
could have all agreed together to run violent- 
ly on their own Ruin and Deſtruction, 
merely to maintain a Lie? For what could 
' their Expectation in this World be? What 
but Ignominy, Perſecution, and Death? 
And which they frequently ſuffer d accord- 
ingly, though never detected of any Falſ- 
hoods in the Propagation of this Doctrine, 
notwithſtanding all the Attempts that were 
uſed by their moſt implacable Enemies, who 
certainly had all the Advantages to have diſ- 
cover'd the Cheat, if there had been any; 
againſt which they maintain'd this Truth, 
with the Views only of future Rewards, and 
valued not what temporal Diſadvantages they 
met with, but couragiouſly proceeded to 
promote the Intereſt of Chriſt's ſpiritual 
Kingdom, in ſpite of all worldly Oppoſi- 
tion. | 
Now can it be reaſonably ſuppoſed, that i 
any Number of Men in the World would = 
thus unanimouſly agree in one Deſign, witb - 
out any Hopes but thoſe of Futurity, unles {| 
they had all the Aſſurance that could poſſi- | 
bly be given of the 'F ruth of what they „ 
pagated * 
I might here add, that the antient Pro- 
phecies, concerning the Meſſiah to come, 
were all fully accompliſh'd in our Lord Je- 
ſus, together with their reſpective Circum- 
ſtances: But * being largely ſnewn by 
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ſeveral Authors, who have profeſſedly wrote 


upon that Subject, 'tis needleſs for me to re- 
peat them. 


I might alſo obſerve beſides that moſt 
convincing Evidence of his Reſurrection, his 
viſible Aſcenſion, and the wonderful Deſcent 


of the Holy Ghoſt, empowering his unlearn- 


ed Diſciples to ſpeak all Sorts of Languages, 
and to perform divers Miracles, as he him- 


ſelf did; all which leave no room for any 


Doubt or Scruple of his being the true Me/- 
ras, that ſhould come to fave Mankind, and 


to bring them to anal, 


5 * 


er. 


Religion and V. 2 tie recommended. 


N D now from the Whole it appears, | 


that we have all the Encouragements 
we can deſire or expect, to be virtuous and 
religious, ſince the Practice leads to ſuch glo- 
rious Rewards. Let us therefore look upon 
Vice in its true Deformity, and upon Virtue 
in its true Lovelineſs and Beauty, and then 
make our Choice of that which offers the 


better Rewards. Vice can offer nothing but 


the preſent Gratifications of the ſenſual Ap- 


petite, and leaves behind it nothing but a 
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ae e e, 
zuilty terrified Conſcience, and expoſes the 
Practiſer thereof to endleſs Horror and De- 
ſtruction: But Virtue offers Peace and Tran- 
quillity of Mind in all the Affairs and Oc- 
currences of this Life, with a full and ſatis- 
factory Completion of all the Deſires and 
Expectations of the Soul in a future State to 
all Eternity. And now the vaſt Diſpropor- 
tion of theſe Offers, one would think, would 
be ſufficient to determine every one's Choice: 
For what has Vice in it to recommend it- 
ſelf? Will the preſent Gratifications of a 
ſenſual Appetite recompenſe the future Ter- 


rors and Torments that will attend it? Will 


it, O Man, enable thee to bear thy Suffer- 
ings in a future State with Eaſe and Pa- 
tience? Will not the Remembrance of thy 
ſenſual Gratifications be an Addition to thy 
Torments? Was it not an Aggravation to 
Diess Miſeries, when Abraham bad him 
remember that in the World he enjoy'd his 
good things, when he could not obtain only 
one Drop of Water to cool his Tongue? In 
this State there will not be the Gratification 
of any one ſenſual Defire, nothing that 
can be delightful or entertaining: Vice will 
leave the Soul void of all true Satisfaction 
and Happineſs ; but Virtue will give it a Sa- 
tisfaction that is unbounded : And as the Sa- 
tisfaction of our Deſires is the main End and 
Aim of all our Purſuits, and we think no 
| Pains too much we can uſe to attain them E 
" an 


ye 


|: 4 Recommendation of 
and as nothing ſhort of the Enjoyment of 
God can yield a Full Satisfaction to the De- 


ſires of the Soul; with what unwearied Di- 
ligence then ſhould we purſue the eternal 


Concerns of it, in this ſhort and uncertain 


Life, eſpecially when we conſider, that in 
doing ſo we gratify every rational Defire 
both of Body and Soul? Then let us not 
trifle with our Happineſs any longer ; let us 
not flatter our ſelves to our own eternal Un- 


doing ; let us now repent of all our Devia- 
tions from Virtue and Religion ; let us for 
the future make them our Choice; let us aſ- 
ſure our ſelves we muſt do this, or we can 


never obtain Mercy: Let us make no Delay 
in a Matter of ſo vaſt Importance, leſt we 
come to wiſh we had done it when it will 
be too late, and we are undone for ever: To 


day if thou wilt hear his voice, harden not 


thy heart; aſſure thy ſelf that che longer 
thou accuſtomeſt thy ſelf to Vice, the harder 
it will be to repent: Remember that an old 
habitual Sinner is liken'd in Scripture to the 
Ethiopian changing his Skin, or the Leopard 
his Spots, ſo difficult is his Repentance. 
That ſome have obtain'd Mercy, by Re- 


pentance, in old Age, I will not go about 


to deny ; but then probably they have been 
ſuch as were before ignorant of the Nature 
of Religion and Virtue, and the Neceflity 
of Repentance : : But without all Doubt, an 


early 
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early Piety is the only ſafe Foundation 
vrhereon to build our Hopes of future Hap- 
pineſs; and for this Reaſon it is judg' d very 
neceſſary to inculcate the Principles of Re- 
ligion to Children betimes, in their Days of 
Innocency, and to guard chem 3 Vice 
and Profaneneſs; to inſtil into their Minds 
the true Notions of God's Mercy and Good- 
neſs, with his Love to the Virtuous, and the 
Rewards he has laid up for them, and his 
Hatred of Vice, and the Puniſhments that 
attend it; to encourage them in every vir- 
tuous Action with Praiſe, and every vitious 
one to diſcountenance. 
| Whoever therefore has trifled away his 
former Time, let him ſpeedily return to a 
better Mind, and redouble his Diligence in 
the Way of Religion and Virtue : And tho' 
he may at firſt meet with a Reluctancy upon 
the Entrance of a religious Courſe, let ,him 
remember, that the longer he neglects it) the 
greater will the Reluctancy be. Wherefore 
now ſtrive to overcome it, by leaving off thy 
vitious Habits, always remembring that it 
will never be ſo eaſily done as now; and if 
once thou overcomeſt the Reluctancy of this 
Entrance into a religious Life, thou wilt 
thenceforth confeſs, that the ways of Cbriſt 
are pleaſantneſs, and that all his paths are 
peace : For if we live agreeably to his Com- 


mands, we may then aſſure our ſelves of his 
F2 F 
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HE Doctrine of our Bleſſed Saviour's 
Divinity being, now-a-days, ſo much 
controverted, and by many abſolutely de- 
mied, I have thought it not improper to add 
' ſomething to illuſtrate my former Aſſertion 
in my PREFACE, vig. That our bleſſed Sa- 
viour is Co- eſſential, Co- eternal, and Co- 
equal with the Father; and particularly, f in 
that he was the Creator of all Things, and 
without him was not any thing made that was 
made, From which I obſerve, that he was 
no Creature himſelf, becauſe without him was 
rot any thing made that was made; therefore 
he was not made himſelf, except he could 
make himſelf, which was impohble ; there- 
fore he muſt be a neceſſary Being; and if 
neceſſary, he muſt be eternal; and if neceſ- 
ſary and eternal, he muſt be independent ; 
and therefore co eſſential, co- eternal, and 
1 with the Father: And as the Holy 
Ghoſt is ſaid to be one with them, it can- 
55 F * 1 
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not remain. doubtful frond Revehtion, that Z 
theſe Three conſtitute the Unity of the Di- 
vine Nature and Perfections, which is a My- 
ſtery above our moſt exalted Comprehen- 
ſions, as /being above our ſcanty and narrow 
Capacities in this State, as are many Secrets 
of his wonderful Works themſelves ; there- 
fore no Wonder that the Author if theſe 
Works himſelf, in his moſt exalted Nature, 
ſhould remain rayſterious to us, as to his 
Being and Exiſtence : But what he has 
thought proper to reveal of himſelf, we 
ought to give our Aſſent and Belief to, as 
being a Matter ta exerciſe our Faith upon; 
of if we believe nothing but what we can 
bring within the Compaſs of our own Ca- 
pacities, and make demonſtrable, there is no 
room for the Exerciſe of Faith; for what is 
ſelf- evident, remains no longer the Object 
of Faith. 

But thoſe, whoſe Notions "Mm led then 
to a Diſregard of the ſacred Writings, and 
will believe nothing but what may be de- 
monſtrated from the Nature and Reaſon of 
Things, do hereby prevent themſelves from 
being wrought upon by any. Arguments 
drawn from the Scriptures; and even thofe 
Who will allow Divine Revelation amongſt 
ſome of the Opponents of the Doctrine of 
our Bieſted Saviour's Divinity, if they be 
en d with a Fear of Conviction there- 
| from, 
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from, will call thoſe Texts ſpurious, OP 1 c F 


do evince what they do not chuſe to believe: 
Thus the Denial of the Trinity leads ſome: 
Men to a Denial of the Authority of the ſa- 
cred Writings. 8 Ny 
But if the Authority of the Texts above 
cited may be called in queſtion ( tho' F am 
_ verily perſuaded myſelf of the Truth of em) 
yet that Chriſt was God as well as Man, 
will appear from other plain Texts, the Au- 
thority of which is equally granted by all 
who do allow of a Revelation: for whatever 
may be alledged of his attributing his Works 
to the Power of his Father, will appear to 
be only on the account of his Manhood, to 
preſerve that neceſſary Diſtinction between : 
the Divine Being and Human Nature. 'Thus 
when he ſaid, My Father is greater than I, 
this is to be underſtood, that the Human 
Nature he was cloathed with, was inferior 
to the Divine Being; for being cloathed 
with Human NWure, he had taken upon 
him the form of a ſervant 3 yet, with reſpect 
to his Divine Nature, he thought it no rob- 
| bery to be equal with Cod. 

Did he not, as God, forgive Sins, which 
the Jews judged blaſphemous for a Man to 
offer ? Did he not accept divine Adorations 
when paid him, which no good created Be- 
ing ever would? For when St. John would 
have W the Angel, he charg'd him 
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he ſhould not do it, with this Reaſon, Jam 
thy fellow-ſervant *. * And tho Chriſt took 
upon him the Form of a Servant as to his 


human Nature, and hereupon ſometimes ex- 


preſſes himſelf as a Man, yet we find again 
that at other times he expreſſes himſelf ac- 


\ cording to his Divine Nature, which proves 


him. to be both God and Man, even one 


Chriſt, 


Thus when he was called Good Maſter, 
he anfwer'd, Why calleft thou me Good, there 
75 none Good but one, that is, God? Now. 
our Bleſſed Saviour was ſtrictly Good, as be- 
ing without Sin, neither was guile found i in 

him : Therefore he was Gop, as well as 


MAN. 


Now the Conſequences of believing Chriſt 


to be no more than a Creature ſeem to be 


very dangerous; for as it leads to the Denial 
of any Satisfaction made by his Death and 


Sufferings for the Offences of his Creatures, ſo 


1 fear that as a created Being was incapable 
to make any, that he will be to thoſe who 


believe him to be no other than a created 
Being, no more than they believe him to be; 
and as no created Being could do any more 
than perform its own Duty to its Creator, 
and was therefore incapable to make Satis- 

faction (upon any Terms) for the Offences 


of any other Beings, ſo thoſe who will be- 


lieve 
Rev. xxii. 9, 
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lieve him to be no more than a created Be- 
ing, may not expect any Satisfaction made 
by him for their Offences. And foraſmuch 
as he requires in very many repeated In- 
junctions, that our Belief of him ſhould be 
proportionable to the Worth of his Divine 
Perſon, ſo the contrary Perſuaſion muſt be 
very dangerous to thoſe who have the Bene- 
fit of his Divine Revelation: For if Repent- 
ance and good Works perform'd by us could 
have atoned for our many actual Tranſgreſ- 
fions, without that Satisfaction made by 
Chriſt 3 in the Fleſh, who can imagine that 
he would have undergone ſuch Indignities- / 
and Death on the Croſs, to purchaſe that 
for us that we might have enjoy d. without 
gd 

Does not this Opinion ſomewhat cepeediind 
the Caſe of the Fews, who went about to 
eſtabliſh a Righteouſneſs of their own, which 
was not of Faith, but as it were by the 
Works of the Law? For hereby the Au- 
thority of the Sacred Writings is undermin'd, 
with the very Foundation of the Chriſtian 
Revelation, and the Benefits of Chriſt's O 
bedience, Death, and Sufferings : So that by 
ſubſtituting Natural inſtead of Reveal'd Re- 
ligion, all Religion is brought into Anarchy 

and Confuſion ; and fo far as this prevails, 
' muſt overthrow the very Deſign of Chriſt's 
Re] in the . and be the Fore- 
runner 
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* ner of that univerſal Degeneracy Chriſt 
prevail at his 


ſeem d to be appris d would 
Second Coming, which he introduces by 


way of Interrogation : When I come ſhall 


n Faith on the earth ? 


Now the Caſe of the FJews i in our Saviour” 8 
much the 


Time appears to me to be very 
ſame with the Degeneracy of thc & who 
now-a-days reject the Authority of Revela- 
tion, and endeavour to eſtabliſh Natural Re- 


ligion i in the room of it ; for theſe ſeek Sal- 


vation in the Ways of their own chuſing or 
preſcribing, as the 
tude St. Paul us d to them in the gth Chap- 
ter to the Romgns, Ver. 16. (before explain- 
ed) with reference to temporal Concerns, 
may very well bear a ſpiritual Inference, via. 
that as it was not of Abraham or Tfaac, that 
willed, or of Ejau that ran to get the tem- 
poral Blefling, becauſe contrary to God's 
Purpoſe in the Appearance of the Meſiab; 

ſo thoſe who will and run to obtain Mercy 
in the Ways of their own. chuſing or pre- 
ſcribing, may expect to fail of it, becauſe 
contrary to the Ways which God has pro- 
miſed to ſhew his Mercies to : For tho' we 
muſt both will and run to obtain Mercy, it 
muſt be in the Ways God has choſen, and 
promiſed to accept 7 viz. by Faith in his 
Son, our Bleſſed Saviour, and by an Obedi- 
ence to his Precepts. This is therefore the 
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Fews did. The Simili- 
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I ſpeak to thoſe who do, or ma 
e Advantages of Revelation) or 
8 (as I have obſery'd) no other name 


given under heaven by wh1 ch men can be 


*t not any therefore depend, upon any 
futute Offers of Mercy after this Life, either 


in a State of Separation from the Body, or 
after the Reſurrection thereof; for this is the 


only State of Probation or Tr yal; and as 


Death leaves us, Fudgment will Fad us: And 
can any expect, that if the Offers of Mercy 


(which are ſo extenſive) be now rejected, 
they could ever after be received, provided 


22 were, or could be offered again? the 


very Nature of refuſing it now being firmly 
eſtabliſned: And the Conflicts the Wicked 
undergo here to make themſelves the Objects 


of Divine Vengeance, I doubt not are as 


great and as many as thoſe which are under- 
one by them who make choice of an habi- 


tual Courſe of Virtue in oppoſition to their 


carnal Inclinations; for Vice and Wicked- 
neſs, before Men can be entire Maſters of 


them, are, at firſt Onſet upon them, com-" 


mitted with Fear and Reluctancy; there ſtill 
remaining in human Nature, ſo much of the 


Divine Impreſſion, as will direct Men's 


Actions 
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Actions to a Conſciouſneſs of Good or Evil, 
and a Satisfaction or Diſſatisfaction within 
themſelves of ſtanding excus'd or accusd 
within their own Conſciences ; and if this 


* 


may be had without Revelation, how much 
more muſt the Aſſiſtance thereof add to this 
Illumination? Therefore thoſe who enjoy 


the Advantages of God's Reveal'd Will, and 
chuſe to ridicule it, and to eſtabliſh a Righ- 
teouſneſs of their own preſcribing, may expect 
to be rejected, as Abraham, Jaac, and Eſau, 

in their Endeavours to obtain a temporal 


Blaſing contrary to God's Appointment. 


As the Terms upon which God has pro- 
miſed to beſtow his Mercies, have been be- 
fore conſider'd, and muſt, from the former 
Propoſitions, appear to be offer d only in this 
Life; therefore thoſe who do not accept 
them here, we have no Reaſon to ſuppoſe 
would accept them hereafter ; for the reject- 
ing them now (which cannot be done but 
by doing Violence to Conſcience) will ren- 
der the Rejectors of it uncapable to receive 
any further Offers thereof, having, in their 


laſt Choice and Determination, been guilty 


of total Apoſtacy ; and therefore, with the 


alln- Angels, made it impoflible to change 


and repent, if Repentance could again be 


offered them: their habituated: Courſes to 
Vice and W ickedneſs being pane ſo firmly 
eſtabliſhied, that rather than to chuſe a Re- 


| cantation, 


| Ka ä 
POSTSCRIPT. 8 I 
_ cantation, they will then, as the fall'n An- 
gels, increaſe their Malice and Wickedneſs, 
in doing Deſpite to the Spirit of Grace, that 
ſtroye to reclaim them in time; and ſo con- 
tinue that Fewel that their beloved Vices 
had kindled, to be a Fire mot will never be 
guenched. 

Let us therefore, = le it is called da 
accept thoſe Terms of Mercy which are 
offer d to us in the Scriptures, that by Faith 
in Chriſt, and Obedience to his Precepts, 
we may not make void the End of his Ap- 

ance and Suffering for us: Let us hold 
faſt that Faith once delivered to the Saints, © 
and accordingly bring forth the Fruits of 
Repentance and Good Works in this Life, 
that at Chriſt's Second we may be 
found * to him. 


F.INTS 


ERRATUM 


Þn ſome Copies, p- 45. J. 23. inflead of frail, read 
fruitful. 
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